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Sir Yehudi Menuhin, the violinist (left} with Bonn President 
Richard von WWeizsicker after receiving In Bonn the Buber- 
Rosenzweig medal for services to mankind. 


turing of the Soviet 
system he MUST giv 
the satellites nıore- 
freedom. This, al- 
mittelly, must be 
compatible with 
Mluscow's new se- 
curity iterests, 
which have yet to be 
defined. This could 
lead 10 a gradual cl- 
iminalion of anta- 
gonisms between 
Eası und West. Na- 
tn fuund it extreme- 
ly difficult lo work 
out HS hinc of nepO- 
fiatiun for the iarns 
canltrol talks 
Vienndl. The Wex! 
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Are alluring new shores really 
beckoning the Germans? 


wien Et ind Weal. If. for exiımplc., the 
siiîtalien clings in Eiatcrn Europe — 
ûne netd unly poimM towarcls (hé plurilistic 
tendencies in Hungary imd Poland — the 
qusan of the assuciuted dffccts fer 
Bonn’s Ostpalilik innredinely surtuces. 

After all, the Bonn governments have 
devoled more iatlentitm lo this field over 
the pust decades {han other western BUY- 
erintwnts — in thelr own nlteresls, 

The New Yurk Times surprisedly olb- 
served Ihit the (West) Germans dre 1he 
only nation in the Wext with what could be 
labelled as.a concept for coming to lerms 
with {he new si1uation in wlrich the inde- 
pendence of the Eastern European siates 
is becoming eyer more visible, 

İn some western visions of the future 
there i5 already reference to an annulment 
af the Yalta resolutions of 1Y45. The (livi- 
sion of Europe‘agreed on then might one 
day end and the Germans, with the close 
,cOntacts. fostered over jhe. years, might 
‘take on a leading role. . 

Are the Germans on the verge of laos- 
ening.lheir mooring and setting course for 


.unknown and alluring shores in a, new 


megalomania" (Arnulf Baring)? 
Opinion polls are cited as proof of such 
:suspicions. For example, the fact-thut $0% 
of' Wes, Germans wolcame Gurbunchoy's 
disarmament prpposals and regard a with 
drawal’ of all nutlcar weapuns from Eur» 


, Ope AS posglble,,, 


Bonn . is finding i 1 SE stjîiicul 
to allay the cancern.in the West. , .... 
i: References, to ..Bonn's yndiminisherd 
contributions’ ta defence and professions 
of ‘loyalty’ to. the. . western, community’ of 
Ale, : help . .Îimproyê the, : gituatian, 
Continued, on. page. 2. e 
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N: matter whit the Germans do they 
dre sure lo scl tongles wiûgying ılı 
neighbouring countries. This, U sectna, 1» 
part of uıeir fate, 

The Germans as wanderers Detwecn the 
worlds, the Germans on Gurbaclioy’s 
lime-twig — clichés instead uf focts, 

Instead of coniplaining about stereu- 
types, İt would be better 10 uke a closer 
look at how such misunderstandings have 
evolved. 

Every new discussion ubout Europe ix 
automatically accompuniecd bY a discus- 
sion about the stance of the Germans be- 
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Question? The link between these negoti- 
tions and the CSCE process is uf Key sig- 
nificance, 

This cun be established in Ue nandute by 
means of agreement on reguliu' reporting 
lo Ihe twelve neutral andl non-aligned 
slates purticipaling in the CSCE proccss 
as well as with the help of the parillel cun- 
tinuation in Vien of talks hy the 25 
CSCE member stules on cunfklence-“ 
building nieasures aul disarmament in 
Eurupe. 

The overall framework of the Vicnui 
ks on ennvcenioml ùurms conirol is 
therefure circumscribed by thr ubjectives 
of the Conference on SCCUTHY and Cor 
eratiun in Europe. 

1 is ls unt adt Ulu: Uo Uut al 
ihese arms control talks insisted upon by 
the United States. 

The peripherul Eurspeun states in nur- 
thern Europe and in (he Mediterrane:stn 
region ucaionally had their suspicions 
hat the aim uf talks wis simply lo dritw lp 
a political dividing lnc in F urupc. 

The reduction ut the military 1hFCin urld 
pulitical progress ure inseparable. 

The Wext and the neutral stiles cil 
quite righlly poini towards 1hë success 
achieved by the Vienna CSCE finial ducut- 
ment. 

The Soviet Llnion has come to realise 
1huat the CSCE, in all its dimensions, is a 
dynamic pruceêss and Ilıus no substitute for 
u peAce (realty consolidating the status UO 
uf 1945, 

If Mikhail Gorhachov intends gaining 
morê room to manneuvre for the restruc- 


cali f r éhêléal:wêapönê ban 


Ronn Foreign Minister Hanıs-Diétrlch' Genscher (left) and a Foreign iin: 
ter Gulllo Andraott..pictured at the United ‘Nations ii on chemlcal 
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he negotiations in Vienna on con- 

ventional arms reduction ih Europe 
are more important than all previous ef- 
forts by the two worlkl powers to con- 
tuin nuclear armament. 

The ultimate aim is to ensure tı mUutu- 
lly agreed balance uf military power, 
discernibly intended for defence pur- 
poses oy, by removing the Warsaw 
Pacl’s extensive invasion capability risk, 

The negoliators of the 23 Nato and 
Warsaw Pact member states will huve to 
resulve some pretty awkward military 
questions. 

First of all, {hey must agree on he con- 
ferences ternıs of rvlerencé and schedulc 
to prevent the talks from foundering in the 
face of the first major obstacle, (hê dispute 


Distribution of this issue of THE 
GERMIAN TRIBUNE ls likely to be de- 
fayed in sone areas. Industrial action 


hy some nembers of the prinling work- 
vrs’ union has caused a shurtıge of 
newsprint. We apologise to readers 
who de nut receive their copies on lime, 


over dila, and thus suffering the sime Hut 
as the fruitless MBFR talks which listed 
for most 1b years. 

The negoliMors in Vienna will fincl it 
difficult enough to elaborale mituilly 
acceptable criteria and miuke sure that 
they stay within the framework of 
theirrespetctive mundales. This time the 
political aspect must retuin priority over 
individu details of rms control. 

The conventianal stability talks in Vien- 
na should not cover up 1e crucial qucs- 
lion: how can the fundamental political an- 
tagonism symbolised by the division uf 
Germany be overcome in favour of a Eu- 
ropean balance ûf interests in the German 
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Routes to tour in German 


The Swabian 
Alb Route 


You will also see what you 
can't see from a car:rare 
flowers and plants, The route 
runs over 125 miles through 
health resorts and nature 
reserves, passing Baroque 
churches; late Gothic and 
Rococo architecture and 
Hohenzollern Castle, home of 
the German Imperiai family. 


Visit Germany and let the 
Swabian Alb Route be your 
guide. 


German roads will get you 
there. South of Stuttgart the 
Swabian Alb runs north-east 
from the Black Forest. It ls a 
range of hills full of fossilised 
reminders of prehistory. It has 
a blustery but healthy climate, 
so have good walking shoes 
with you and scale a few 
heights as you try out some of 
the 6,250 miles of marked 
paths. Dense forests, caves 
full of stalactites and 
stalagmites, ruined castles 
and rocks that invite you to 
clamber will ensure variety. 
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If the CDU/CSU and the Bonn coali- 
tion are to emerge from the doldrums they 
musi do so under their own steam and by 
dint of their own performance and not by 
criticising their opponents’ weak points. 

Ocldly enough, bath the Bonn govern- 
ment and the Chancellor scemed to be 
plain-sailing until shorlly before Christ- 
mas. 

The economy was faring better than 
expected, the’ health service reform had 
finally cleared its parliamentary hurdles 
and the government scemed to be less 
mishap-prone.. 

Within a few weeks this has all changed. 
The Libyan poison gas factory affair made 
it clear that the way the government is run 
stilleaves niuch te be desired. 
` ‘The health service reform proved not 
ta be over and. done with after all. The 
housing and university situations, Third 
World applicants for’ political asylum and 
ethnic German: migrants from the East 
Bloc emerged as political issues that were 
patentlal dynamile. 

The government showed sigııs of being 
increasingly hard-pressed. The time hits 
now come, we are told, for clecisiaons, for 
toncd-up orpgunisatian, for concentratitn 
of effort ind for hetter govern ment. 

The government's work is {o he dx- 
pluinecd more convincingly, which is i 
task the Kohl government has set itsell 
ever since il took office. 

These pgoud inlentious may he laud- 
ahle, but the CDU-CSU talks riiscul is- 
sues att are lkeclicr to Cause tension anl 
sow the seeds of discord thin Lo furge un- 
ity andl relia lensien. 

Ter Walgel calle fut acccplamde ut 
ihe CSU's Dd tt make lepzal aborl 
mere diticul. be Cullcd Tor Cli ceri 
dvyluni-scehkers ind he wundcd {û SL’ 
keyuutus in family itfairs mols. 

The NCSL rFuund ıt talks atu bC hcl mı 
U Ap. bul Uc 1 OTU CSL uull puls- 
biy’ fave te wait longer for û cohesive 
govcernmenl pulicy hil nips ill disputes 


in the bud. Hein Mfrmaunn 


(Koller SUuJI-Aueciter. Uulougnc, Û Much Sty 


Conservative union rejects a change of 


IW HOME AFFAIRS 


direction after failure in Berlin 


for the Berlin debacle and to sack him by 
way of punishment would not improve 
the CDU/CSU's' öpinion poll rating one 
iota. If anything, support might decline 
still fûrther., ا‎ 

The problem that besets the CDU at 
present is not a lack of activity by the 
party machine for which the general se- 
cretary is to blame. Nor is İta directional 
dispute between conservative aril pro- 
gressive views, this dispute dlways having, 
existed. 

The perplexity that prevails in the 
CDU/CSU about what to do next, the 
gnawing sense of uncerlalny into which 
the party is plunged by poor ballot box 
and opinion poll showings; is an immedi- 
ate consequence of the Federal govern- 
ment's performance. 

As the CDU is the senior partner In 
lhe Bonn coalitiun and its leader, Helmut 
Kohl, is the Federal Chancellor, it is 
hardest hit by any shortconiings thal mily 
arise in ihe government's performance, 

After his talks with Herr Waigel the 
Chancellor svught to go on to the offes- 
sive and cleclarce war un tll tendencics 
lowarl caûlitiuns hctwdcn the Social 
Democrats and the Grcens. 

This declaration of war was nile [Irom 
Bêrlin, as İl were. und then mel at the 
cutiré country. 

The CDU leader and heiud ol govera- 
ment is naurilly emitled 10 wirn éuainst 
pitels af this Kind and tu fureciist troulvle 
MH IheY ùre ured. 

Bu lcir herl ind Nis PAU) IMU ll 
imagine they have thus hit on an issue 
hut relegutes all Mhers to relive insig- 
nificance inl will ulnwal singlehandedly 
win (hem nexi year’s general clection., 


4 1 
2 ا‎ 
thise with the CDU/CSU can expect all 
their ideas to be endorsed and all their 
wishes to be fulfilled by lhe Christian 
Democrats. : 

Groups of voters of this kind can only 
expect individual political decisions 1o be 
taken within a certain framework, com- 
promises to be reached and extremist 
views not to prevail, 

It would be illusory to expect more, 
and much the same applies to Ihe other 
major populir party, the Social Demnc- 
rats (SPD). 

The SPD must accommodate hoth 
doctrinaire socialists and pragmatic nıar- 
ket cceomomists, while the CDU/CSU 
must accommodate bulh clogmatic 
Deutschland politik proponents und acl- 
vocalles of a dynamic detente policy. 

That alone is why the dispute within 
the CDU and hetween the CDU and the 
CSU and involving, say, Heiner Geissler 
and Ursula Lelır is somewhat artificial, 

True, CDU general secrutary Heiner 
Cieissler, Family Affairs Minister Ursuli 
Lehr and Bundestag Speaker Rili 
Sissmul ire blamed fer all miner of 
cvils thur have beset the CDU. CSU. es- 
pecially hy members of the CSU. 

Tet Herr Gvbssler, who is praeresily 
o “oL em, i im Much a PANY of hu 
CDU Rts is the conservative CDU/CSU 
parliamentary party leader Alfred Drêu- 
Her. 

To hlame the CDU generul secretary 


Rita and .casual customers arc 
concepts with which the CDU/CSU 
has indulged in a substantial anıount of 
verbal sleight of hand since the Chris- 


tian Democrats’ debacle at the polls in 


Berlin,.where many former CDU voters 
switched to the right-wing Republicans 
and others simply abstained. . 

Bavarian CSU leader Theo Waigel 
sıys the CDU/CSU must concentrate 
mainly on its regular clientele, and only 
then op its casual supporters, 

RAnden-Wirttemberg's CDU Premier 
Lothar Spãth, in .contrast, says a good 
busiuessman naturally takes gqod care 
of his regulars but is no less keen to soli- 
cil as much new custom as possible. 

Do comparisons of [his kind, taken 
from the world of retail traders, help 
CDU leader Helmut Kohl and his party 
to any greatexlenl? 

After talks between CDU und CSU 
leaders held at the end of February the 
clientele theory was not ponc into in fur- 
ther detail. Herr Waigef referred to the 
niddlc of {he road, the centre that must 
be the CDU/CSU's politicul ground, 
atl Chancellor Kohl readily agreed. 

No menliun was mude uf ın iImminen 
swing of the pulitical pendulum tu ciıh- 
er the left er the right. 

That curresponls l0 Herr Kohl's 
vicwpoain that û stralcegy debiule, KC i 
change of direction, is inippropriiile d1 
presenl. 

Huw. in any cist, is û populur pirrly 
vU) to switch dirccliun’: Onc uf 1 
characteristic features is that it absorbs 
u wide fang of Urends arl uppeels lo u1 
ille rung uf Vuters, 

Ns unc group uF Vrs ul vyMpit- 


cunslilltion all on 4Û years uf denıirc- 
ralic CeNSENSUS. 


They must also sûuntl uut the Greuns 
ûs û potential coalition partner right 
tlown io the least polMical detail uf any 
significance. 


No mater how cuphoric one may 
fecl about new historic alliances, the 
Social Democrals would mot have 
lenrnt the lesson of the [980s if they 
were now 10 plunge into a pact with a 
party whase challenge tn the SPD on 
specific issues is ROW on the decline, 


At a time when’ opinion polls show 
Social Demacrats ald Greens ta be 
going from strehgth to strength thal 
calls for a great deal of rational self- 
awareness’ and, if need be, self-res- 
traint. 1 E 
„ . The Social Demçcratic view of dem- 
qceracy ,caniiol be to sideline a party 
that has, enjoyèd firm electoral sup- 
„pûrt for years, yet it is clearly üp to the 
Greens to show they are reliable and 
polîticaJly realistic. e 

, If reform policies were to prove jm- 
possible to pursue on a stable basis in 
joint harness with the Greens al local, 
state or national. level, the Socia] Dêm- 
ocrals; must be relied, on either to set 


.aside, any idea of ۾‎ coalition.with the 
. Greens or to quit oe immediately in 
, the event ofan clash,,. : ا‎ 


The SPD can only expect to survive 


' CDPUÛ/CSU effrontery ind ÇGreen.em- 
. braces unscathed if this deterın{nation 
.İs- beyond ‘doubt, be it in Berfin or.in 
‘Frankfurt or in Bonn, . ., 1 


Martin E. Slişkind. 


َ (Suddeutsche Zeitung, Munich, | March 194%) 
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SPD more hopeful as general 
election looms on horizon 


CSU and the FDP can joinily attack the 
Social Democrats and the Greens with- 
out nceding to clarify their policy on is- 
sues where they themselves are divided. 

They include home and legal uffairs. 
disarmament strategy and tlie shape of 
welfare and family affairs policy to 
come, 

So the Social Democrats will need to 
demonstrate considerable skill in de- 
fending their role, so painstakingly built 
up.under Hans-Jochen Vogel's leader- 
ship, as an Opposition with views that 
must be taken seriously, an Opposition 
that çan-holditsown. '. „. u. 
` The SPD cannot, of course, entirely 
„ignore ‘the issue. of whether the Social 
Democrats ‘will: join. ‘forces with the 
Greens if need be. . . . 
ı.Many potential SPD voters will only 
vote for an.SPD'they feel is .Hikely to en- 
sure stable ‘government. The, rules ‘of 
the (coalition) game will be the-orux of 
the matter, . ۰.‘ sr in i 

On.this point lie coalition:talks’ be- 
tveen lhe ‘Social ,Demoçrats .and .the 
Alterpative List in’ Berlin ‘may only be 


'at local ‘government level, but they 


could sel a trend far similar talks’ clşe- 


where, 


The Social Demacrats can only.fight 
successfully a. .CDU/CSU ‘campaign 


‘based ؛‎ on :generalisatlons ’ dif . they. 
staunchly and steadfastly abide by thelr 


principles, based as..they are on the 


poiential pariy of government in the 
months ahead. 

This presentation, rather than {he 
fundamental policy debate, will be how 
voters judge whether the SPD is fit to 
govern in Bonn. 

Or, that is, it would be were it not for 
sigııs that the general election campaign 
is likely to be waged on the basis of 
emotional appeals rather than political 
argumenls. 

The CDU/CSU has just decided to 
figlıt the SPD on the' basis of the tried 
and trugted approach that worked so 
.wellin 1987. sa... 

The. campalgn seems Hkely -to. be 
baséd, sad to say, not on who is better 
qualified to haridle'economlt and finan- 
cial policy but on the disfster Helmut 
Kohl and Theo‘ Waigel say. an SPD- 
‘Green government would be for. the 
country. o a 

A campaign waged: on ‘this basis 
would, 'by merely generalising, achieve 
little or nothing by way of a isensiblc 
debate on the’ urgent :tasks that lie 
‘ahead . . ‘I et : 

Yet that .is. how -.the ‘'CDU/CSU 
strategists wapt it to. be' waged. The 
greaterıthe detail, they arguo, the:more 
difficult the Bonin’ coalition will find it 
: to presentitsêlf succéssfully-to the elec- 
torale, ... A lion 1 


Mt 


1 1 
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` On many issues thore İ§ a.threerway 


'splltin the coalition; but.the CDU, the 


1 their seventh ycur in Opposition 
the Social Democrats scem to bv 
back on the brink of power. Opinion 
poll ratings and feturs voiced by their 
party-political opponents show them to 
have emerged as a factor 10 he taken 
seriously in next year’s general election. 

They are no longer hoping against 
hope that it will be impossible ta ignore 
thêm when the next Bonn government 
is formed; their policy programme ancl 
their pragmatic approach are aimed 
fairly specifically at this very possibil- 
ity. 

Oskar Lafontaine, the man most like- 
ly to become the SPD's candidate for 
Chancellor, is determined to present an 
economic, financial and fiscal policy 
concept that will stand’ up to critical 
scrutiny as the policy of a party on the 
Point of tfaking'over power. . - i 


It remains (o.bê şte whetherhe’will ' 


succeed by the year's end in'achieving 
the targets he has set his policy com- 
mission, dubbed Progress '90. ' - 

He envisages an extremely ambitious 
structural reform of the tax system. [t is, 
‘for instante, to. be economically sound, 
facilitating entrepreneurial competition 
within the single European market. 

lt is to be in keeping with thie SPD's 
ecological objectives, such.as by penal- 
ising: high :energy;: consumption . more 
than is now the case.: . 

lf is also to be socially jüst and to 
comply with Social Democratic. views 


` ‘On asset accumulation .by the wage- 


earning and salariedıclassesı'. ' `. 

‘‘ıThis attempt to:present future SPD 
policy in # practical gujse:will be the 
yardstick of the :SPD's prospects as a 


tha original text and pûbflshad by agregrnent, i ., 
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Germany 


Continued from page f 


Yet One small detail such as the 14 
lion of the nrodecrnisation of shy 
ranğt missiles would suffice to Pret 
renewed confusion. 

Dors Bonn want this modernisati 
at all or is it bent solely upon disarar 
ment’? 

The new offer macle by the Siri 
deputy Foreign Minister KarpOvni. 
clude nuclear short-range SYStemis 
ihe process of disarmament ig bDounir 
revive this discussion, 

The forthcoming Vienna talks, 
canvenliontl arms control will sh 
huw seriously the Soviets are aby 
this proposal. 

There is more behind this diseussiy 
than First mcels the eye, and the Ger 
man expression Gesamtkonzepi [over 
all concept) s0 often ridiculed i the 
Nato Joes make sense. 

What is meant is the basic stan 
needed in dealing with the East blk 
"empire." 

The discord which has existed betwia, 
Bonn and its allies on this point since” 
speech in Davos by Bonn Foreign Mik 
ter Hans-Dietrich Genscher in 198 
yct to be reconciled. 

Genscher's appeal not to miss û 
historical opportunity of the Gort 
choy era mects with a reserved r 
sponse. 

Genscher would still like to conr 
the alliance to his view of Easl-ls 
relations. 

He is convinced that the West ki 
have no fear about entering intot 
new round uf negotiiuns On tlie Di: 
uf the syslems in Eust dnl West. 

The drastic practical experient 
ihe Current influx uf ethnic Gerz: 
from GEastern European countries 
the Federal Republic of Germaay i 
canfirm his canvicliun, 

` This development clearly shows: 
appeal of the West and tlhe disillusi: 
ment dt all promises for a belter ful 
by East bloc reformers. 

It would be too lillie just to rel 
this aspect. More 1ungible signs 
western solidarity are needed. 

‘Although the German unambipu 
in its response l0 the Ruslıdie alll 
for example, was helpful more 
necded to create a new basis of MW 
between Bonn and its ıilics, 

If Bonn moves 100 energelic,,. 
towards Easlern Hurope I WF 
achieve the opposite of what lf inten 

Foreign Minisler Genscher K™ 


‘heller (han unyone else {hat if lere" 


doubts aboul the firm commitment 
the Federal Republic of Germê} * 
ihe West or lhe ability of Germ 
tics lo soberly appraise realltié 
the best Ostpolitik will notggb 
Gerhard 


(Rheinischer Merur/ Cari il 
. Bonn, 3 M 1 
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fully to the European Community. 
Their interest not only centres on the 
financial aspect, but also on the *mod- 
el" character of the European ConI-= 
munity in Third World countries. 

The Arias plan was linked with the 
project of a “Central American parlia- 
ment” alang the lines of the Europeiir 
Parliament. 

it was hoped that such a parliament 
might then become the political super= 
structure for a Central American COn- 
mon Market, 

Together with a number of ather 
agreements at “Esquipulas II" this has 
remained a project, 

In future the Europeans should tie 
their political and financial assistance 
for this region to the fulfilment of these 
plans. . 

This would give .them an cffective 
lever for ensuring the continuation of 
the peace process. 

A first step in this direction would be 
to allow observers from European 
Community member states to verify the 
disbandment of the “Conira" camps in 
Honduras, the resettlement of the re- 
bels and the holding of free elections in 
all five countries. 

For historical reasons the United 
States is not a credible “honest broker” 
in the eyes of the Central Americans. 

This is a role the Europeans could 
take on. 1 

This, however, also presupposes 
honesty in the relationship to Washing- 
ton. 

Western Europe cannot — economi- 
cally. politically or strategically — as- 
sume the role of a rival or even "substi- 
tute" for the United States on the isth- 
mus between North ‘and South Ameri- 
ca. : 

European initiatives can only be suc- 


‘cessful if they take into account US- 


Anterican interests td tre therefore — 
at least tacitly — backed by Washing- 
ton. Giinther Nonnenmacher 


{Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeiiung 
für Deutschland, û Marclı I484) 
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Europe the honest broker 


America? 


democratisation of the regime. The first 
goal was never a realistic one without 
intervention by American troops; des- 
pite slight progress the second goal also 
fell through because of in-fighting in 
Washington. 

The fact tliat President Oriega waš ai 
all willing to make concessions at the 
last Central American “summit” was 
due to Nicaragua's economic situation, 
which can only be described as catasiro- 
phic. 1 
It has become clear that the Soviet 
Union is no longer willing to provide 
the tremendous assistance {in the form 
of arms and raw materials supplies) 'it 
once did for its clients in the: Third 
World. : 

The Sandinistas are now obliged. to 
tap new sources in an effort to avoid 
economic collapse. : : 

Ortega recently promised the “priv- 
ate sector", the businessmen who de- 
cided to stay in Nicaragua, more coop- 
eration, in particular a reduction of gov- 
ernment intervention in economic af- 
fairs. : 

He is unlikely to achieve a great deal, 
however, with the help of vague assur- 
ances, 

The Sandinistas need help from 
abroad — and look first and foremost to 
the European Community. 

It was certainly no coincidence that 
the revival of the Arias plan took place 
shortly before the Central Americans 
convened with Communily delegates 
for tlıe fifth annual conference with the 
European Community {San José V"), 

Nicaragua is not alone in its search 
for financial support. The other coun- 
tries in this region have turned hope- 
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demonstrably change the structure of 
its armed forces and iis doctrine they 
are the main protective shield of the 
West. 

This must always be kept in mind in 
the discussion on shori-rangê wea- 
pons, A category in which the Warsaw 
acknoweldges its own superior- 

ty. 

The Nato mandate for negotiations, 
therefore, must be rcalistic and at lhe 
same time provide a positive response 
to the unilateral measures announccel 
by Moscow, Prague, Warsaw and East 
Berlin. 

The Soviets have indicated to their 

western partners that they will be mak- 
ing pragmatic, practical and realisable 
proposals in Vienna. . 
, Onecan only hopg that the negotiat- 
ing parties will soon concentrate on 
the details. ا‎ 

More positive experience in the field 


of confidence-building measures will . 


help, > 
It would be wrohg, however, to ex- 
pect rapid progreš§ in Vienna... 
Military and-strategic' facts will soon 


.eclipse -. the : optimistic. ûGpening 


speeches by the-various Foreign Minis- 


The morg-the negotiators, especially 


their heads pf .state and government _ 


leaders, remain aware of the political: 


background oftheir ‘action, the. better ` 
the prospects of taking. security ‘and ' 


cooperation in Eürope'iito’a new di- 


HERSE `... Jan Reifenberg 
`. ° (Frankfurter Allgeriettte Zeliing 


fûr Deulsehlaid; 2-Marekt 1989) . 
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Continued from page 1 


is unable to imptess its own public 
opinion in the same manner as Gorba- 
chov. 

This is often forgotten in the enthu- 
siasm which greets Soviet arms reduc- 
tion offers. 

` The difference between a highly 
armed nuclear land power with short 
channels of communication, such as 
the Soviet Union, and the naval power 
decisively responsible for. the protec- 
tion of Western Europe, the United 
States, cannot be ignored. 

‘The Soviets are again trying to in- 
clude naval forces in the Vienna talks 
on conventional arms control. 

. Although Moscow doesn't like to 
hear it, this suggestion iş unaccéptable. 

Safeguarding the vital transatlantic 
sea links remains’ an integral compo- 
nent af an effective Nato strategy. 

Both naval forces and nuclear wea- 
pons are excluded from the nıandate 
far negotiations on conventional arms 
control. 

The.main objective in Vienna is to 
teduce the Warsaw Pact’s superiority 
(which it admits jû its own figures) in 
tetms of tanks, artillery and infantry 
.combat vehicles, ° 


: Thèse are the really.dangerous cate- - 
‘gorles, since (hey pave the way for a | 
major attack. Neither riaval forces nor . 


aircraft hûve this lask, . ' 
Aircraft coùld become an item of 
negoliation at some later stage. Nuc- 


lear weapons remain political weapPOns 


‘oFdeterrence, ’, . 
As long as the Warsaw Pact does noi 
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he détente in East-West relations 

has created an atmosphere in which 
it has become possible to mitigate con” 
flicts which were hitherto regarded: as 
insoluble. This applies to the Gulf war 
as well as to the Afghanistan conflict, 

In soülhern Africa, Asia and the Mid- 
dile Easi there are also signs'of a concili- 
atory spirit which is long overdue. 

fn one rcgion, however, the spreading 
mood of pacification has hardly borne 
fruitzin Central America. E 

After the presidents of Guatemala, 
Honduras, EI Salvador, Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica reached agreement on a 
peace plan for Central Amcrica (“Es 
quipulas II") in August 1987 it looked 
as İf the politiclans of this region woulcl 
be able to solve their problems them» 
selves, 

The objectives formulated by Costa 
Rica's president Arias and hailed by all 
five presidents were national reconcilia- 
tion, pulling a stop to civil wars, and 
democratisation. : 

The dream of pulling oneself out of 
the quagmire by the scruff of one’s own 
neck, however, can only come true in 
the land of fairytales. 

The regional arrangement lacked a 
the firm basis of a willingness on the 
part of the two superpowers to foster 
the "peace process" in Central America 
with initiatives of their own. 

AlI the efforts to establish peace in 
this region, therefore, ended up in dead- 
lock. 

There was a risk that the "Arias plan" 
would founder just like the proposals 
and plans which previously bore the 
name “Contadora,” : 

During the renewed Central Ameri- 
can “summit” the five countries ma- 
nagced to make a certain amount af 
headway. 

This is undoubtedly connected with 
the continuingly good general political 
climate worldwide. E: 

In the near future Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachov will be visiting Cuba. 

Washington hopes that during his vis- 
it he will be able to exert his moderating 
inftuence on Fidel Castro, the patron of 
all revolutionaries in Latin America. 

President Bush has hinted that Cen- 
tral America could become a further ex- 
ample for the “new spirit of coopera- 
tion” between the Soviet Union and the 
United States. 

The siluation in this region, however, 
is also influenced by changes there since 
1987, 

The most important factor is the 
probably deFinitive collapse of (he anti- 
Sandinist rebels as a serious'military op- 
ponent of the Nicaraguan regime. 

The “Contras” have failed because of 
their own disunity and because of the 
politics of tlhe United States, 

The “hawks” and “doves” in the Rea- 
gn Administration and in Congress 
hekl cach other in check, : 

Wherens the “hawks” hoped for a mil- 
itary defeat of the Sanciinistas, ‘the 
"doves" were at most willing tû accept 
*Conlra" dit as & means of (orcing the 
Sundinistus inte negotiations'with thelr 
political rivals and bringing about a 
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quirements from Iran: today the figure 
is 3.6 per cenl. 

According to Herr Ukert the ques- 
1lon of the regularity of supplies is much 
more clecisive. Unlike the Iapanese the 
Federal Republic did not rely on sup- 
plies from Iran so long as the Gulf War 


‘was being waged. This could be changed 


now. 

But changes will nat come about in 
the immediate future. For the time being 
all official coniacts are broken off, so 
negoliations about the financing of I[ra- 
nian reconstruction will have to be pul 
an ice. 

Baron von Littwitz said; “We cannut 
do what weê intended lo do to achieve 
stability in Îran and strengthen Western 
interests there," 

lt is doubtful whether the situation 
will change in the immediate future. [lra- 
nian experts are agreed that fhe con- 
demnaltiaon of the Rushdie book ancl the 
iicltermenl to murder HS author was no 
a spontaneous acl. 

li was much more Hikely t6 have been 
managed with consideruhle calculation, 
aimed ut xtretglhening Khameini's the- 
oeracy, which was ‘becoming unstcady, 
anl putting {he merklerale forces ou the 
fringe under presxurc. ‘his seems lu 
have been successful. 

There has been wide apreetmen1 with 
Khomeini’s actions and the presidcntiial 
tleclion has heen postpuned from spr- 
ing to sumınıcr,. BY doing this the funda- 
menutlists liayv gained morc timc to dis- 
credit Mlr Risfunjuni. whoa is popular 
among the peunlc. 

Most capes dou that substantintl 
dGrunonld aancetiuns ould Turcc Ih 
funlamentalid mullahs to turn lick. 

There are wu dspecls I1 cConumMit 
sanctiuns. Should there he i tutiil loy- 
Colt ihe damage 1 Wont FiciMinh CN 

pert suuld be hc, ia would be thc 
case with mos Western imdustrialisvdl 
nations. 

AL the present low vulume uf trade 
with Iran, Germin expurts t0 1he Coun- 
iry dckl up to no more than une Per Cent 
of the toll. 

There has heen much discussion of 
miajur projects hut mithing concrete his 
miateriuliscel us Yel. 

After Housing Minister Schneider's 
visit to Teheran the construction indus- 
try had high hopes of many lucrative 
contracts, but a spokesman for the in- 
dustry sald: “We are not affecttd hy the 
present crisis since there are no nıajor 
building contracts at the momenl.” 

Lufthansa has also not been hurî 
much by the hali to scheduled services 
to Teheran — two flights a week. 

. A boycoıt could be scen by Iran in 
quite a different way. A half of [Iran's 
imports come from the West. Unlike 
Iraq, Iran is almost free of debt, buıt for- 
eign currency reserves are almost ex- 
hausted and only oil exports can earn 
more, 8 

. Jf is estimated that Iran earns about 


. $i0bn per year from oil. Şhould Iran's 


major oll customers, the, USA,. Japon 
and the. Netherlands, agree. on .an oil 
boycott the mullahs would have.no.mo- 
ney in a very short space of.time. 

, That would nat have, any influence an 
„hem, however, Economist Heinrich Ma- 
chowski of the Berlin-based German I[nsti- 
tute for Economic Research regards ecori- 
omic embargoes as far.1oo impreçise an in- 
<strument qf policy, He: said; “It would not 
affect ,the government, The affectg , would 
be şhifted to the people"  ,, 

. Sanctions would bring with them the 
danger (hat they, would be regarded by 
the people, as, an, international. plot 
against Îran and the mullahs would trig- 


sia. , 1, ` ` Ber Off, another wave of solidarity with 
‘° Afterall, in:1979 the Fedêral Reþub- . 
. lic imported 12 per cent of its.oi] rer 


themsplyes.,.. .; Wolfgting Hoffman. 
.. ‘,. {Die Zeit, Hamburg; 3 March 198Y) 


mM PERSPECTIVE 


The pros and cons of using economic 
. boycott against Iran’s theocracy 


. The mullahs had got completly 
bogged down in the German demand 
that firstly the old Iranian debts to Bonn 
had to be paid -- a modest DM 1 QOm: 

Only when this debt had been settled 
was Bonn prepared to provide new 
state-guaranteed ecxport credits. 

Hans-Martin Burkhardt, who was 
preparing Lhe sessions of the Economic 
Commission for the Economic Affairs 
Minisıry. had the fecling “that in the 
foreseeable Future we would come to an 
arrangement about the old debts." That 
was before Klıomeini's incitement to 
murder, 

Has cverything gone to the dogs 
then? Herr Burkhardt sas circumspect. 
He said: “Everything which was dis- 
cussed in the lasl few wecks has cerliin-= 
ly nat gone to the clogs. It is undeniable 
that there has been ù setback. We shall 
have tu expect a slowing down of negu- 
titina over weeks or perhaps months.” 

In any event Flerr Burkhardt had 
warned industry ahout being tm eu- 
phoric before the Rushdie affair blew 
up. 

As ever it is hard te discern in which 
Jircctiun Iranian ceconomic policies will 
Bo and piarticuliurly houw reconstruction 
will be finance. 

Internal disagreement bout cconum- 
ic policies is fundaumentatly the cise of 
the lates escalation in Tehcriu's rel- 
utions with the rest of the Werrlul. 

For e pisî xis months {here hits 
been 4q power struggle between the 
fundainentalists around Ayatollah 
Kloncini and Prime Minister Hussvin 
Moussavi, and the pragmalists diirounul 
Ali Akbar Rafsanjani. the fiberil paresi- 
dent wf the franian Parlkunment, who in 
Putting his nante forward for ihe Iranian 
presidency. 

Air Rafsanjani calls for an opening up 
af lran ta thle West: Khumeini and 
Mioussayi want nothing to do witlı help 
from the outside. 

As fervent Musliıns they are pushing 
ahcad with policies based on the Koran. 
They condemn credit as the “work of 
the Devil." The word is not in their vo- 
cabulary and they reject indebtedness in 
practice. 

In the search for.a way out in financ- 
ing and credlits which would not be so 
contentious, German industry has al- 
ways shown itself to be obliging. 1 

The Iranian suggestion tq form a con- 
sortium of plant suppliers, oil purcha- 
sers and .banks for financing projects 
Was takên up constructively. 

Gert D. Adomelt of the Bonn-based 
standing  cpaferençe of chimbers 'of 
commerce and industry said: “This coni- 
sortium would arrange credits in the or- 
der af between DM3 and DMSbn fûr 
Iran. In return Iran'would take up plant 
at cbmipetitive ‘prices from tlie Federal 
Republic, which would be paid for ex- 
clusively by oil deliveries." .: '' 
` The West German market is only able 


„to take up limited quantities of Iranian 


oil. Oil from Iran has -a high .sulphur 
contêënt and it costs a lot:of money-pro- 
cessing İt to’ make it meet high Wes 
Gernian ` environmental. ۰ protection 
standûrdg.. 0 *. % qy jit 
` Thomas Ukeft'of Esso in: Hamburg is 


of the view, however, that If tie: pur= 


ahase price is right it could ‘be'profîtable 
to refine. Iranian oll; ۰ ıı. 


êrf' Genscher's patlehcê was şo taxed 


nêssmen involved in Iranian trade cx- 
pecied a record export boom. Estimites 
of war damage hovered between S$3bn 
und a trillion dollars. 

Officials in Tehetan estimated 
Ş1QObn warth of damage had been in- 
flicted on the [Iranian oil industry alone. 
Reconstruction in Iran held out pro- 
mises to exporters of full orderbook:s. 

Indeed Teheran newspapers moaned 
loadly about the swarming “predators” 
from the West, but {he Germans were 
not included in this scolding. 

Because they had patiently waited oul 
the war yenrs in Teheran, they werc 
warmly welcomed with a ‘special bonus 
in reconstruction. 

Just a few weeks alftcr the ceasefire at 
the industrial fair in Teheran in Septem- 
ber last year, representatives from in- 
dusiry were convinced this was honestly 
meanl, 

Dicter Yon Wiürzen, state secrUtiury dt 
the Bonn Economic Affairs Minislry, 
was courted hy {he mullahs su assidu- 
ously that his aides felt like the new Te- 
heran cour supplicrs. 

A slogan of the official German-Iri- 
nian Chamber of Tride is: “Countries 
like [ran are few and far hbetwcen.” 

At the end ef last ycar Foreign Mfinis- 
ter Hiûns-Dietrich Genseher and Hous- 
ind Minisler Oxcar Schncider visited 
Teheran. The pilgrimages of these min- 
ivlers stemmed lv confirm wlkıt hits indi- 
CGMcd at the indUMTiuN init. 

Ihe mechautcal ecngıbeceriig ınduslry 
alone calculated that over the next four 
yciurs Iran would have ù demind from 
the mechanical engineering seciur 
worth about DM2.Sbn. 

tranian officiunls made it quite clear 
how vital Western assistance was: hur- 
hours were destrayed, petru-chenical 


:DIESZEIT 


plant had been ruined, for years sugar 
faclorics had been rotting away, power 
stations were shattered, communic- 
ations facilities had gone to seed und ag- 
riculture was lying fallow. All these 
were crying out for the expertise of Ger- 
man companies. 

But during Foreign Minister Gensch- 
er's visit it was indicated that the good 
political relations: vital for reconstruç- 
tion. were not going to be created as ea- 
sily as it had been hoped. 

„, The mullahs made clear to Herr 

: Gensaist:what theythglght: about hiş 
:admönitîons about humans Tighî$. '.. ; 
; The 'hangmen were. busy..at work in 
Teheran prisons while. Herr. Genscher 
was talking with his opposite numbers 
about the release of political prisaners. 
' ' The cmmitment of Iran to allow Uh- 
ited. Nations, human, rights representa- 
tives to visit the country, without hindr- 
ance was not kept, despite. many warn- 
1 ng from.the Bonn Foreign M inistry. 


that he did not exercise his üsual restraint 
after Khomeini's murder order and no 
‘longer opposed measures agairist Iran, 

' ‘Phere had ‘been friction” between 
Bonn and Teheran in the negotiations 
för the arrangêtments' for tradinig 'Fel- 
ations. Both Wete agréed ihat'the joint 
Geftman-Iraniahi Ecênömi¢ Commission 
should meet during thisyear: 


he Bundestag is presenting a rare 


‘Ë. picture of unanimity over ihe Sal- 


man Rushdie affair: all parties condemn 
Ayatollah Khomeini's call for the mur- 
der of the writer, 1 

They are also united in a call for 
“universal answer" to the Iranian reli- 
gious leader's murder order. 

In addition Heinrich Lummer, Berlin 
CDU Bundestag member, called for 
economic sanctions — a move his parly 
has so far frowned Upon. 

The incitement to murder Mr Rush- 
die made by the Iranian ex officio reli- 
gious leuder has had more effect than 
the masses of opponents of the regime 
who have been hanged. or the Hour” 
sands of boy soldiers who have beten 
murdered, ordered intu the Gulf Wur by 
fanatic mullahs as cannon foclder, sacri“ 
ficed with the promise thal they would 
instantly enter inte paradise, 

ll only required a murder comract 
authorised by the Iran slate 1o rouse thc 
western work ta solidarity against the 
totalitarian religious reine in Teheran. 

Suggeslians af economic huycatt 
have not only heen made in the Bundes- 
tag. Hans Peter Stihl, presilen1 of the 
‘Disseldorf-based Federation nf Ger- 
man Trùdles Unions, hus cummitteul 
himself in i way which is fairly rare 
umoang German businessmen. 

Herr Stihl suid that he could under- 
stand the dentand for etcononite silc~ 
lions. He qldded that he Was cunvinced 
lut "in view of u confusedl und depruss- 
ine internal situation In Iran, German 
businessmen would re-think thvir reli- 
tionships with this country ind take nc- 
tian accordingly.” 

Mort cannot be expected from Ger 
man tirade and industry for the murder 
threat against Mir Rushdie for lis hnok 

The Satanic Yerses. 

Even the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zel 
ting, rather averse to economic sinc- 
lions, said: "I is inıpassible to do busi- 
ness with Ayatallah Khomeini, who is 
an enemy of law and civilisation.” 

Die Welt is ulone in remaining reê- 
served, holding up overriding principles 
of international trade. The daily wrote: 
"Bonn should not be carried away by all 
the indignation against Khomeini.” 

:So far nothing has been decided. But 
‘before the British decide on a tougher 
line — Şalman Rushdie is a Britisl) citiz- 
en ~— the Federal Republic should not 


. gel overenthusiastic about taking a lead. 


; Baron Rochus-Ernst. von. Lüttwitz, 
‘director of the Hamburg-based Ger- 
man-İranian Chamber of Trade, has re- 
commended membpþëtyfirms “to. keep 
calm” + . î ا‎ 
He .is haping. that matters will not 
‘came to sanctions: He’ said: "“German- 
Iranian economic relations are. at the 
, Present marking time,” ۰` . . ., , 
But, he; added optimistically: “Eyery- 
thing şhould.be put oh the back-burner 
s0 that not too much goes up in flames.” 
West German exportş to.lran.during 
the eight-year Gulf War, have ınot; been 
inconsiderable,. In. the, [ast year. of the 


‘war, 1987, when.the situation got: ever 
:1more çhaotic,. West German exports. tO 
‘Iran were valued at DMŞ3bn,.;.. .. .., 


' „Compared with good yearş, when ex- 
| Ports. were..valued at þelweef. DM7bn 
„And, DMSbn, that was no{ so npch aftef 
؛all,‎ still lesş measured, ip terms of what 


| exports could be worth in the future, 


Aftér the end of the Gulf. War, busi} 
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Keeping alert in the Great 
Brussels Lobbyist Club 


their Europe depnrtmeııt to their aut, 
rised representatives in Bonn, He 
Neukirchen says: “That ix practical b, 
cause lhe sirands of Community : 
run together ut Central government? 

Furthermore Lund Ministers Wd 
Bundesrat (Upper House) do not y4 
specific portfolios and so can aa 
themselves the luxury of a controverg 
viewpoint. 

Among 1lbhem are also experts 
Community mittters, such as the §y 
Minister for Federal Government ay 
Europcaun Affuirs, Olokar Hahn, Hej 
the driving force behind the “"Permaie 


Council," the committee of the fedeny 


tepresenlatives. : 

After every Bonn Cabinet mec 
hey cangregute in Room !3 of the Bur 
desrat for û bricfing by Lutz Stavenhag 
en, Minister of State at the Chancellor’ 
Otfice in charge of European Affairs. 

Appraximately 5O per cent of cure}, 
Cabinet discussions concern EUroRz 
Community legislation. Herr Neukirk 
en says: "Hahn is such a profession: 
Lhal no-one pulls the wool over f 
cyus,." 

Becfare (he federal slats set up hou 
in Brussels, they tricd to integrale ilk 
observers into the Fccleral Republi 
Pernıanent Representation at the El: 
pean Community. Thal would have p; 
vided them with office accommodali 
and tıccess to all information. 

This foundered on Juestinns of tor 
Pulece. Forcign Minister Geischer,! 
the "employer" uf {he CGicrman amt 
stdar to (he Furopeiun Comnnit). 
sled on his seniority. 

Furthermore the represenliation ¥ 
not in a position 10 satisfy the vari. 
imMerests of all | I federal stiles. 

Manfred Frühauf of the Bava: 
representation in Bonn tartlly comment 
ed: “They only saw 1henısglves as spker 
did diplomius." 

The Bavarian representiion still Wi 
10 deal with enquiries, paper work a 
insiruclions on European matters, Lk 
centrıl government (he Bilvarian sli 
government has sul Up i European 
fairs department in every ministry. 

Former Comimunily cemnissiok 
Wilhelm Falerkaump is regarded a5a 
oneer of federal stale interests in BF 
sels. 

lis Hanseatic Bureau supplies 
governmenls of Lower Saxony, Sch 
wig-l lolsicin and Bremen with inform 
lion, ا‎ 

Hahn said thal the "pooling soi® 
is nol necessarily the most coste™’ 
tye, : . 8 
The Saar's Office for 1nfafitions 
Economie Promotion in Brussels 4%, 


annual budgel of DM 1 80,000, e. 


ing three female staff members. 
Hahn said: “Most of the other S8“ 


have civll servants {n their office". 


naturally costs more,",. .., : ' . 
.. To be close.to. where all the i, 
takes place, the European Comins : 


headquarters at Berlaymont, Brit; 


is an advantage. . 


. The Rhineland-Palatinate ref; 
tation has.:found an address whip. 
rich in connections: the corner of E 

. la Loi and:rue de Commerce. ': i 


' The .North, Rhine-Westphalia" 
sentation has been .very smart# 
have set up their contacts offlc¢H 


` dual building which: houses the. 
of the’ state ' bank, ‘the: Westdê 
` ' Continied!on page 1%: lÊ 


russels is like an enormous club of 
lobbyists. Anyone wanting to join in 
the game must keep on his toes. 

Everyone .of the 12 member-slates 
have a representative in Brussels with 
the rank of ambassador. 

When in 1987 the European Council 
signed the Single Eurqpean Act, to stt 
up the single European market at the 
end of 1992, the German Lûnder, or 
federal! states, which have no legal re- 
sponsibilities in European Community 
decision-making, struck 4 desl for a 
right to a say in European matters 
during Bonn's ratification of the Single 
European Act. 

Sa Rs to be better informed About 
what is going on the federal stales have 
their own listening posts in Brussels. 

Hesse is the last of the 11 federal 
states lo set up an information bureqdu. 
There have been observers, accredited 
to the Council of Ministers, from the 
Lander since 1956. 

The Brussels bureau of observers 
with its sub-office in the Baden- 
Württemberg office in Boan, is ınanned 
by three officials and jointly financecl on 
the basis of the Königstein agreement, 

This agreement concluded between 
the federal states in 1949 provides for 
sharing the cost of join rescarch facilit- 
ies. 

Despite the presence of the federal 
states in Brussels the institution of state 
observers has remained. 

The Bonn government, which is sole- 
ly responsible for representing the Fecl- 
eril Republic in the Eurvpean Com- 
munity, is obliged to keep the Linder 
informed on all European Community 
affairs. 

Johannes Neukirchen, senior official 
in the Rhineland-Palatinate representa- 
tion in Bonn, said: “It is up to the Bonn 
authorities to notify us and not for Us lO 
have to request informalion from the 
government.” 

This applies mainly to legal regul- 
ations which until now fell under the ju- 
risdiction of the states, for instance the 
recognition all over the European Com” 
munity of school and vocational final 
examinations. 

Before Education. Minister Jiürgen 
Miötlemann can negotiate with his Com- 
munity colleagues on this, he must first 
report to the federa states on lis scopd 
of action in negoliations. 

The offices of the states have nlready 
justified themselves as an carly warning 
system. . 

This was .so when the French threat- 
ened. to complain to. the European 
Court of Justice about the Federal Re- 
public for having infringed Community 
regulations with. the arrangement be- 
tween coalmining and. the power indug- 
try to use (dearer) German coal. 

French nuclear power stations pro- 
duce a surplus. of. power, which the 
French would very much like to export 
to the Federal Republic. : : 

The power industry. in. Federal .Re- 
public is committed to buying domestic 
coal. The difference in price between 
German and (cheaper) imported coal.is 
offset by an 8.5-per-cent surchargê on 
all electricity bills. ر‎ 

Getting information and opinions in 
good time is of particular importance 
for the coalmining regions of ' North 
Rhine-Westphalia and the. Saar so as to 
‘take action in emergencies, , : , Ea 

: Most federal ‘states. have ‘transferred 


Surveys have shown that the voting 
potential of the three established parties 
in Bonn, the Christian Democrats, the 
Frce Democrats and the Social Democ- 
rals, is susceptible to the populist slo- 
gans of the right-wing. 

Since 1984 the Free Democrats have 
bee out of the European Parliament. 
Their leading candidate, Rüdiger von 
Wechmar. mus! make the leap into 
Strasbourg from the outside. For this 
reason the FDP is worried about the 18 
June election. 

The moad among the CDU-CSU and 
the.SPD, just a few, months before. the 
election, is muted - : 

For the SPD the election will be a test 
of the party's prestige for the Federal 
Republic's general election in 1990. 

Can (he SPD now outstrip the CDU, 
CSU? Can SPD leader Hans-Jochen 
Vogel convince his voters [hat the SPD 
has a chance of gaining a majority in the 
next general election? 

. The mood among the CDU/CSU is 
not very glowing and they are likely to 
have another setback.oıt their hands, 

The European Parliament election 
does nol pult a new governnlent İn pow- 
er, so many voters feel there is little at 
stake, As a consequence protest Voters 
could give the government a jolt without 
risk. 

Apart from the populist slogans of 
the rigıt there is danger from another 
quarter for the three established parties 
im Boın. . : 

According to a poll conducted last 
December about 40 per cent of the elec’ 
iorate havc decided not to vole‘in the 
European Parliament election or they 
are not yet certain whetlıer it is worth 
galing tû (he Voting stations of nat, 

In the second direct election in 1984 
there was a drop to only 56.8 per cent of 
voter participation, and this tendency is 
continuing obviuusly. The parties are 
fearing the worst. 

These fears have been strengthened 
by an obvious change of opinion, re- 
corded not only by pollsters but also by 
Euro-politicians in direct contact with 
their constituents, 

In spite of the sense of séêtting out on 
a new road, the single European market, 
common among our neighbours, there is 


an increase in scepticism and anxiety in 
the Federal Republic about the disad- 
vantages of the proposed opening up of 
frontiers within ihe European Com- 
munity. 

Last summer-two-thirds of the people 
questioned in a survey regarded the 
single European market as a:good thing: 
in December ‘only a half of Germans 
questioned were of the. opinion that the 
free movement of people, goods, ca pital 
and services was an advantage for them. 

This scepticism stretches from the 
left to the right of the political spectrum. 

It extends from the ecologists, who 
fear a European watering down of the 
allegedly strict West German environ- 
mental protection regulations, to trades 
unionists who speak of “social dump- 
ing” in (he European Community. 

İt even includes ‘Bavarian brewers 
and butchers, who complain about the 
decline of the German’ work break, be- 
cause a ruling of the European Coürt of 
Justice has opened up German frontiers 
to foreign beer, soya sausages and 
French truffle paté. E 

Although the' Federal Republic’s 
cçonomy will ‘be the preatest gainer 
from the single European market, the 

Continued on. page 10: . :: 


Wl EURO POLITICS 
Aliens-poll vote 
a break 
for Republicans 


Fe Schönhuber, a former SS man 
and leader of the Republican Party, 
which did well at the polls recently in 
Berlin, is on the quiet delighted that 
clections: to the European Parliament 
are shortly to be held. . 

Tactically, for the ' European Parlia- 
ntenii election, if suits him and the Re- 
publicans thal a chance ‘majority in 
Strasbourg has advocated giving all for- 
eign residents the vote in local govern- 
ment elections, و‎ 

In a surprise coup tiıere was a clear 
majorily for a motion tabled by French 
Communist Francis Wurtz. Few seats in 
the Parliament were occupied at the 
time; only half of the 518 Euro-MPs 
were present, 

This distorted the appeal for voting 
rights in local elcetions for European 
Communiy citizens into a vote for vot= 
ing rights for all Foreigners no matter 
fram which counmlry they originate; 

In doing this the European Parlia- 
ıuenl huş regretfully scored an own- 
goal. The questian of foreigners has 
stirred up public opinion in the Federal 
Republic at the moment. 

All shales of right-wing extremists, 
who see their chances since the favour- 
able election result in Berlin, are bring- 
ing to the foreground in the European 
Parliament electiou xenophobia and a 
sense of nationglist feeling to altock Eu- 
rocritis and Euro-MPs İn Brussels nd 
Strasbourg who want nothing to Jo with 
he concept of "fatherland," 

They are setling the mond for a new 
nationalism and against the European 
Community. The Republican cry is: 
"First Germany, then Europe.” 

Wîll their calculations pay off? Will 
the German electorate in the European 
Parliament elections on 18 June send 
anti-Europcans from the right and the 
Greens on the left 1o Strasbourg? 

Pollsters warn that the cheap propa- 
ganda (ram the right is likely to fall on 
fertile ground. 

Rightwing anti-Europe groups could 
profit from the widely held “paymaster 
theory,” the belief that. the Federal Re- 
public foots the lion's share of the Com- 
munity bill, and from xenophobia, 

According to one survey about 60 to 
70 per cent of volers are of the view that 
the door will be opened to narcotics 
dealers and criminals when controls 
within the single European market are 
dismanlled, 

Even if extreme right-wing German 
gFoupSs are not successful in getting into 
ihe European Parliament their partici" 
pation in the election will nat be without 
is advantages. 

The points they have brought into fo- 
cus will presumably have to be taken utp 


‘by the other parties to defend them- 


selves from attacks from the right, 

Gerhard Schmit, an SPD European 
Parliament member, spoke of “themes 
hut have brought about inimobilisa- 
tion.” He suid (hat right extremists had 
hubbled the demacratic parties with 
these themes. 

No-one had previously considered 
that the Republicans’ Berlin clection 
success walid probably influence the 
European Parliament election. But it 
has iniroduced more conflict, more 
vmution. : : 
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Expanslon course . . . Otto's Michael 


Otto. (Phole: Olte-Versunul)} 


wrote poems as a l6-ycar-old and want- 
ced to be a writer, then seriously consiıl- 
cred studying medicine. 

Bul he grew up alongside his faher 
aud the family firm. Werner Otto built 
up the nail order busintss frum 1944. li 
was in the blood. 

Michael Oitn learnt banking in Mu- 
nich, studicd economics and wrote iu 
PhD on Forecasting Sales in the Mail- 
Order Business. 

In 1971. aged 2B, he joined {he hoard 
of his father's rm, assuming rexsponsih- 
ility for buying textiles. 

Werner Olu was by then on the su- 
pervisory hoaTd, WMh Guiniher Naw rath 
as munmağking direclr. 

Fis futher dinî urge him 1o jun tht 
firm, but he was nidurally dlclighical 
yhen he dil. There wis uw suniligy b= 

wen LH bicr ih so CC 

That was largely because his father 
was no longer concerned with the uliy- 
to-day running uf the firm and was nat, 
so tO speak, his bess. 

"f was Hcky enough ts have the op- 
portunity of gaining inner Indlcepenul- 
ence," Michael Olto says. “and, via the 
training I hûd undergone. in ntUter inde- 
pendenctc.” 

In switching the subject to his hobby, 
mulern art, he almast physically seems 
to become a different persan. 

His views on {he subject are nu less 
forthright than his commitnıent 10 cam- 
pany affairs, lui he presents them in a 
much more impussioned manner. 

He is kcenly imerested in modern arl, 
which he describes as his personal hob- 
by. Prints and original works of art line 
the walls of both the lobby at head of- 
fice and the carridors of lhe various de- 
partments. 

“| am all in favour of cncouraging, 
young artists and hope both to promote 
their wark and ta persuade my staff to 
take a closer look at it." 

Besidgs, .he feels modern art is more 


. în Keeping with the corporate image 


than prints of Old Hamburg. 
A picture in his office testifies to his 


proaches to. médern' art. Il is by the 
packaging artist Christo’ and features 
the Berlin Reichstag as Christo would 
like to package it, 

Otto finds. Christo's idea good “hec 
cause il brings the town planning prob- 
lems faced by the (divided) city centre 
of Berlin to the fore, dirĞets attention Lo 
the history of. the: Reichstag and might 
influence the’ art' debate in the GDR 
too” : 
Michael Otto is evidently as willing to 
takc up unconvenlional ideas as he iş 
persuasive, diserect and enthusiastic. 

: 2 Ralph Boetdlclèker <. 
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= BUSINESS 


. You just order it and Otto just mails 
1t — anywhere in the world 


In 1981 every item ordered was han- 
dled eight times before it was packed 
ready for mailing and delivery. 

Articles are now handled just three 
times. In Chicago, as in Hamburg, the 
motto is: “Pick, put, pack.” 

Spiegel has since treblied turnover, 
whiclı is higher than what Otto paid for 
ihe company in 1981, he says. 

Further acqıtrisiltions in the Uniled 
States have been sports und men's wear 
mail order specialisi Eddie Bauer and a 
high-quality, high-price women’s cloth- 
ing mail order firm, Honey Bee. 

Bolh have helped Otio-Versand to 
reach its target group among American 
cünSUmtrs. 

Five ycars after his first major take- 
over Michael! Olo set about what may 
fairly be called his masterpiece. joining 
forces with Sumiomso 1o sel up Olio- 
Sumisho, a mail order compuny in Ja- 
pan. 

They launched (he venture in IYA, 
hut Oto is still adding the finishing 
touches, Everything is different in Jiı- 
pan. “Warking there," Michacl Otto 
says. “you never stop learning somceth- 
ing new,” 

The most difficult problem is that 
there have anly been mail order firırs in 
Japan fur 4a few years, so Japanese cun- 
sumers must first be accustomed lo (hu 
icleu of ordering through the post. 

Confidence-building is what counts. 
he says. bankin oun Ihe molec n. wurk- 


Igy Japancse wuman earHMng MODCY ul 


her own: 

“We believe our women customers 
ure keen on shopping practically and 
conveniently." 

Their custom must first he solicited, 
but advertising in the Far East is entire- 
ly uifferent from iudvertising in the 
West. 

“Any fashion magazine in Ocermany is 
delighted to acconınmvodate an advertis- 
er,” Michael Otto says. “Nut so in Japan, 
where there are waiting lisls of two to 
three years,” 

Another example of how different 
Germany and Japan are is the length of 
time complaints take to handle on the 
telephone in Tokyo: 

“In Germany customers who ring to 
register compiaints come straight to the 
point. in Japan they first explain ıhat 
they are well-disposed toward the com- 
pany in principle, then ¬ and only then 
— say what the trouble is.” 

Despite these differences — and the 
time it takes io appreciate them — Otto- 


Versand’s Asian commitment is going 


. ahead on şchêdule. ; Hi. 
Turnover is currently DM 90m a year, 
with a farget of DMSOOm a year by 


, 1992. Michael. Otto is convinced this . 1 
` readiness to. consider controversial ap” 


. target can be achieved. 


In outlining his internationalisation . 


` strategy he.is as eloquent with hiš hands 
. and eyes as he is in what he says. 
He goes in‘ far .platn words and clear 


. gestures. The wrinkles at the corner ‘of ' 


his eyes gare from laughing, not from 
, worrying. .. oT 


He is in good physical shape for a 


„, man who will shortly be 46, and he 


seems to have enjoyed life so far, argu- . 
; ably because of the responsibility he :las : 


: shouldered, not despite İt, 


Yet Hie is reluctant O talk abdıit his 


ا ا R1‏ 


` about myself?" 0: : 


. private Jifc. "What," he asks, am to şay 


:  He.could, for, instance, say that he. 


Uniied States. This year they will be 
joined hy a subsidiary in Italy. Neguli- 
ations with Italian companies are said to 
be on the brink of conclusion, 

A Hamburg newssheet, the “Wupper 
Mergers & Acquisitions Report," head- 
lined a recent article about the group: 
“Otto-Versand: ‘Acquisition... is just 
fine!" 

The headline, based on an Otto-Ver- 
sand tùudvertisinğ slogan, was said to 
stand for the east with whiclı Michael 
Oito had forged ahead with group ex- 
pansion and diversification since 1985 
by buying up {and into) other compan- 
ies, 

His first successful venture of this 
kind was in 1981, when he took over (lhe 
reins Of management. He made a suc- 
cessful takeover bid for the US mail or- 
cer company Spicgc! Corp. 

"Fhe American market," he says, 
“was AN interesting dimension from otir 
point of view, and Spiegel was u com- 
pany with hidden potential.” 

Spiegel Corp. was the fourth-largest 
US mail order firm, but it had "nuthing 
else, nothing better and nothing more 
canvincing in its procluct range than its 
cumpcetilors in the US nıarket," Otto 
says. 

His stiff soon changed thit, streamlin- 
ing (hé product range und uilming ü mainly 
ul wurking wanen earuing good money. 

Spiegel's delivery serviced was im- 
proved and ralunalisedl tou. 


Mî order magnate Michael Otto 
has three marked character traits: 
persuasiveness, discretion and enthu- 
siasm. They correspond to three ¢ele- 
mentary sectors in his life, 

He deploys his rhetorical talent as 
board chairman of Otto-Versand in the 
firm's interest; he is reluctant to divulge 
details of his private life; he readily and 
keenly discusses his hobby, modern art. 

As a husinessman he hus plenty to say 
for himself, He runs a Hamburg com- 
pany thai has become the world’s tar=- 
gest mail order grolıp. 

Group turnover in 1987/88 was 
DMI 2bn, up 11.3 per cent, witha pay- 
rol of 28,000 and 23 wholly-owned 
firms or holdings in 1Û countries. 

Eighteen years ago Olt0-Versand's 
turnover was DM1 bn. 

Miclucl Otto has 1hrec entrepreneu- 
rial guidelines: {he cıistomer must hold 
pride of place, the range must he aimed 
at categories of customer and {he con?- 
pany must see the whole world as its 
oyster. 

There is nothing new abuut the idea 
that the customer is king — any mort 
(han there is in the aduge thit iol every- 
thing can be sold to everyone. 

But Otto-Versand can fairly claim 
not lo have heen outdone in covering 
the entire world. 

The group has mail order Firms uf its 
own in Austria, Belgium, Britain, 
France. Holland. Japan, Spain ind tbe 
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Subject of speculation. i. Beri 
Otto. (Photo:tp, 


The blue logo 


he cu op group with is annul 

turnover of a good DM1 2bn and, 
its 50,000 employees is one of ik 
five biggest German retailing eniir 
prises, 

The following gruvups, which alu 
have û strong market position in Ut 
classic food business, are en opi 
main conpetilors: Alli, Tengelman 
Rewe-Leibbraund, Meêlro and Ask 
Massu. 

The co up network enconpasin 
2,200 brinches. The Franklur 
hiused group does nol only trade ur 
der Ihe co Op logo with its bl 
| UélUUS. 

In the wake ul growing CONCUNT 
lon in {hc retail {ride us û witole: 
ej hûas also long since Ceiud fet 
Just i loud company grou]. 

Under chain names such as Plan 
Bicmefell, Hush Puppies, Miiyer Seh 
und Sport, Richter Spiel und Hob. 
Bulle, Safeway, Sclide und Fillgrek. 
Wandlmaker, Promarkt and Bitumarl 
it sells goods ranging Irom tuys aM 
clothes lo luwn-mowers. 

ln the light uf recent cvenls, eo f 
bei ù retreat in (he Field of consunmi 
cleclronics: the takeover candidat 
Phora in Mannheim retained its inde: 
pendence. 1 

AS upposed Io most of ils compe: 
lors co op is no longer just û rela 
distribution group, but also product! 
goods sell, 1 4 

The co op Industrie AG (Dor 
mund} includes firms which prude 
ment and siuusuges, chocolue anf 
cuufcclionety as well as a spin 
bottling firm. E 

lı addilian, co op awus vA 1 
foreign firms, sharcholdings andrea! 
CSAC. . - E 

The group is organised in ا‎ 
comprehensible structure of WE! 
locking company links, which ke 
it extremely difficull to identify’ 


real ownership structures. 1 
Four forcign banks {the ‘Schwezî 
Bankverein, the Dutch Amro Bûnk,*| 
American Security Pacific .Nal# . 
‘Bank and the Swedish Svenska; 
mercial banks) have a 72 per cênt s: 
in the share capital of the parert.el:. 
‘pany co op AG {DM450m).’ : 


The rest is owned by: small shai, 


various institutfohal iiyéstors, ۳ 
Part of the capital (DM30:9r0) ¥ 


| aitumn 1987. 


`° 25 February? 
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failed to fulfil their duties. Some of 


them may have lacked the qualific- 
ations for the job. Others nay have 
heen too closely attached to coopera” 
tive objectives, which are orientate«l t0 
covering costs rather (han making a 
profit. 

Many a supervisory board member 
may have been so entangled in the web 
of intra-group links that he looked the 
other way when he should have shown 
greater scruliny. 

The tragic suicide attempt by the de- 
puty chairınan of the co op supervisory 
buard Giinter DÖding, head of the fvud 
and catering trade union. would sug- 
gest that, as in the case of (he scandal 
surrounding the Neue Heimat housing 
group, some supervisory board menı= 
bers were ouflered trips abroad and 
other "presents" to persuade (hem nol 
to be so strict in their supervisory cOn- 
trol, 1 : 

However, we should avoicl jumping 
to the conclusion that inaleqfUde su- 
pervision is typical for companies run 
by the trade unions. 

There are plenty of examples of si- 
milar shortcomings in capitalist enter- 
prises. 

In co op's case there was an obvious 
desire to create a confusing wicker- 
work of company links with insuffi- 
cient share capital and incomprehensi- 
ble ownership structures, 

In the end no-one knew who owed 
how much to whom. This went unno= 
ticed for so long because the supervi- 
sory hoard members failed to do their 
job properly. 

Level-headed trade unionists have 
drawn their conclusions from the fate 
of the Neue Heimat and the co op 
groups. They openly admit that being 
entreprêneurs is not really up Lhcir 


street. Rudlnlf Herlt 
{Die Weli, Bonu, 2 Minch [YN 
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Bankers and police swarm 
round alling retail group 


Ota, who saon dissociated himself 
from the trade unions and placed parti“ 
cular emplıasis an the fact that the 
group was not a non-profit organisa- 
tion, set about sorting out the group's 
problems. 

Following his decision to expand he 
discovered that he had a significant dis- 
advantage in comparison with his 
competitors. 

He lacked the money needed to keep 
pace with the “acquisition rush" which 
had seized the entire industry at that 
time. 

It was not easy to persuade the trade 
unions to increase share capital. Otto 
tried his luck with bank loans. 

With their help he bought three food 
chains with ۾‎ total turnover of DM2bn 
in autumn 1987. 

The dependence on banks grew and 
grew. Part of corporate policy was to 
keep the group's structures as obscure 
as possible. 

Ollo's uim was to create a group by 
setting up new businesses, changing the 
legal forms of existing firms and selling 
off shares which would enable problems 
to be solved on an “in-group" basis. 

The justification given for this policy 
was Io save tak. The network whicl) 
emerged became more and more con- 
fusing. 

Olo then let lhe Schweizer Bankver- 
ein sell part of the group's capital on the 
stock exchange. 

The supervisory board memhers who 
should have put a slop to this policy 


Link mooted between suicide 
bid and newspaper report 


“a. 
yS 
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Found in pool of blood... union 
chief Döding. (Photo: dpa) 


bioard (over DM100,000 a year) for 
tradê union educational work without 
making any personal deductions, 


Trade union circles feel that there i§ a 
link between the report published in the 
Weekly magazine Der Spiegél Oni pres- 
ents and trips paid for by the co op 
group and the union leader's attempted 
suicide, ا‎ 

In 1982 Döding and his wife suffered 
iremendously after their ‘only child, 
their, 20-year-old daughter Petra, died. 

Continued on page 8: ... :- 


Günter Dûding, 58, chairman of the 
food and catering union Gewerkschafl 
Nalırung-Genuss-Gaststk(ten (NGG) 
was last month discovered lying in a pool 
of blood in his affice after what is be- 
lieved to be a suicide attempt. He is now 
said lo be off the danger isi. The union 
is entangled in the co op alfalr. Co op is a 
retailing group which has run into finan- 
cial {rouble and there are allegations of 
irregularities in the accounts, 


Dûöding ranks as a trailblazer‏ م 
in the trade union movement.‏ 

Since 1978 the collective bargaining 
expert haş headed the relatively sinall 
but tradition-conscious fond and cater- 
Ing union Gewerkschaft Nahrung-Ge- 
nuss-Caststãtten (NGG), which has 
about 265,000 members. 1 

Dûdiug now unexpectedly finds him- 
self entangled in the affair surrounding 
the co op retailing group. 

The ا‎ e has been deputy 
chalrman of the co op supervi 
board since 1975. 2 

In the co op scandal the public prose- 
cutor's office is investigating against co 
op chairman Bernd Otto, three other 
members of the co op managing board 
and the group's chief accountant on the 
strong suspicion of a falsification of ac- 
counts. : 

Dûding, who holds numerous posts 
and honorary posts, Was particularly 
praised following his decision to donate 
his salary as member of thë supervisory 


ps rg A I RE Pey e u fy, na 
f. U ا اا ر‎ 
ا‎ E بک‎ 
ا ا ت‎ 
0 
n ا‎ 5 iy 5 
a rt ا‎ f, 


FH public proşecutors, 35 detec” 

tives and .15 fiscal authority inspec- 
tors swarmed out in mid-February for ã 
majorinvcxtigation. 

.The targets of (his operation were the 
Frankfurt headquarters of the wholesale 
and retail company group co op AG, ils 
subsidiaries in other cities and the re- 
sidential premises of former members 
of the group's managing board and iis 
chief acccountanl.. 

li has become clear that the liabitities 
of the giant enterprise were probably six 
times higher than in the company’s ac- 
cuunling statenienis. 

There are nnl yet sufficient grounds 
10 warrant u charge of fraud. Such a dis- 
crepancy belyeen internal calculations 
ancl published company statements, 
however, sugges! that {here spon will be. 

This Is the story from the point of 
view vfcriminal law. 

The whole affair has been accompan- 
iced by dramatic meelings of the 120 cre- 
ditor banks to work out a rescue plan lo 
sıitve the group from bankrupicy. 

The banks have agrecd (o waive 
claims amounting t0 billions of deutsch- 
marks and to huy one of the group's 
production subsidiaries to gcı the mo- 
ney forthe rescue operation. 

lt is stil not clear how much will he 
needed, since it uncertain just how 
nmıuch the integration of the internation- 
al business of Ihe co op AG, which is 
consolidated in the Swiss Garvey hold- 
ing company, will burden the overall 
calculutinn. 

The transactions in connection with 
this holding company sheds some light 
on the husiness conduct of the co op 
group. 

Co op repurchased the Garvey hold- 
ing, company, the majority shareholder 
in a Hanıburg-based real estate com- 
pany which owns property worth an es- 
timated DM1 .6bn. 

The repurchase was only possible 
through {he company Burlington Lid, 
the sole holder of the Swiss holding 
company. which resides on the Cayman 
Islands. - : 

The letter-box company only has 
$900,000 worth of capital. Only one 
share was issued at the par value of §1. 
This belonged ta a lawyer in Liechten- 
slcin. ا‎ 

There are speculations that the man 
hehind the lawyer was Bernd Otto, the 
chairman of the co op group who has in 
the meantime been dismissed without 
notice. 

Right from the very start Olo, a reso- 
lute and power-conscious person, 
shaped the development af Ihe group 
which emerged from the trade union 
movement. 

The former steeretary of the Federn- 
tion of German Trade Unions {DGB} 
beciune chairman ` of the managing 
hard of the cu op, which was sel up in 
1974, in 1980. 

Up until well into’ the 1980s the 
grotp had to come ta terms with its past 
CrTOTY, 

Û hid to incoporate the former can- 
Summers’ cooperative into the group and 
cffecl the necessary modernisation. 
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Rosat ls one of the biggest satallites sver bull In Eu- 


{Phogn: Dornier} 


size of Lake Constance the tallest hunip, 
or devialion from ahsolutely plane, 
would be 0.1mm, 

This record refleclor will one day be 
able to distinguish belwecen cosmic 
X-ray sources only a few arc seconds 
apafi. 

It has been finishcd and ready four’ use 
since June (98%, while the Rasal's 
X-ray telescope is in storage İn a duSst- 
free room in [Immenstaad awaiting final 
adjustment. 

Dornier have now announced that tli 
satellite hits urrived fiom Mlunich aller 
sêveral mûnlhıs of successful vlreas tri- 
als. 

Rusat weighs wu andl a bill lpn 
anl îs abun 4.5 by 4.5 by Û 3 mels 
sıze, makıng it one ot the largest sSalcl- 
lites so tar buil it Europv. 

Following canversion it resembles i 
lung rectangular bus with retractable 
solar picldles., 

It lonks nothing UKE da conventisnal 
refldclor or lens telescopv, X-rays ut 
uot reflected or refracted by matter: 
they xinply piss through i1. 

They ure only reflected w hên they al- 
most pass by, just stroking the surface i1 
û very wide angle. 

This tuctor is used in X-ray tcle- 
scopes. Rosat's reflector looks like four 
cylindrical tubes of reflecting ceraniic 
glass of varying diameters inserted into 
each other, as il were. 

In reality cach cylinder consists of 
two halves, the first of which, nearer the 
telescope opening, is E in shape, 
collecting the X-rays. 

The rear semi-cylinder is | hyperbolie 
in shape, which reduces errors in reprOo- 
duction and the focal length. 

The rays converge on. one of two 
measuring devices that coun the nunm- 
ber of X-ray ا‎ and .register their 
energy. . 

They can be replaced automatically 
by the Nasa detector. 

Rosat is to orbit the Earth at an alti- 
tude of Š58Ûkm (350 miles), spending six 
months doing EI but oharting the 
sky. ; < 

Far a further aû it will theh be avajl- 
able for long-term sclentiflic observation 
of cosmic X-ray ‘sources; with unprece- 
dented sensitivity and high Soon 
guaranteed: 

Rosat will rolay all data to Ad 
slatlon af .Weilheint, near Munich, — 
always assuming the hopes of'aill con- 
cerndd :with. the ‘project are fulfilled 
and it Is launched successfully and 
without mishap next February, . 

4 ' °. "RaluekKidtiuig 
.' SlmMigafter Zeilung, 18 February 1 989) 


of radiation and 
chart the heavens. 
Rosat is an all-Ger- 
man project financed 
by the Federal Re- 
search Ministry via 
the German Aero- 
space Research Esta- 
blishment (DFVLR}. 
The main’ contrac” 
tors are Dornier of 
Immenstaad, Lake 
Constance, with 
Messerschmitt-B ö)- 
kow-Blohm {MBB) 
and Carl Zeiss as 
main suppliers. The 
scientific manage- 
ment will be handled by the Max Planck 
lıstitute of Exıraterrestrial Physics it 
Garching, near Munich. 

The satellite's payload will also in- 
clude a Brilish experiment to oOhserve 
ultraviolet radiation and a high-resolu- 
tion X-ray detector developed by Nasa. 
the US National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration. 

The project has been planned for 
about 10 years and is expected by pro- 
ject manager Edgar Bachor of Dornier 
lo coast the industrial companies assu- 
ciated with it about DM 240m. 

The project can already look buck un 
a chequered history. Initial plans date 
back to 1977; the feasibility study on 
which U was (nrmally haused w:ts carricul 
uulın LY79. 

Contracts t0 develop and manufac- 
ture project equipmenl werc nut 
awarded until October 1983, when the 
satellite was expected to be launched on 
board lhe US space shuttle toward the 
endof 1987. 

Thé xatellile was 10 have been 
launched free of charge in return fur al- 
lowing Nasa to curry out ils X-ray de- 
tector experiment on board. 

When the Challenger catastrophe 
floored the US space research pro-= 
gramme in January 1084 il was clear 
thal (he Rosat launch would have to be 
postponed. 

Development difficulties had already 
made a delay until early |983 inevit- 
able, but US shuttle redevelopment and 
rescheduling of priorities made several 
years' further delay seem likely. 

There were plans to use another 
launcher, a rocket, in collaboration with 
Nasa, with whom contracts had been 
signed. 

Rosat would اة‎ need to bê: conr 
verted to different external dimensions 
and a different link with its carrier, but 
that posed no fundamental! problems, . 

For a few months plans were geared 
to an Atlas Centfaur.until Nasa finally 
committed itself to ‘a Delta 1 48 8 
launcher vehicle,’ 

Conversion.löok about’ 1wo Vea aC- 
companied by unexpected-difficulties at 
Carl Zeiss, where the layer ûf gold, the 
reflector, fell far short of requirements 
where homogeneity was concerned. ı 

An entirely:new production facility 
had to be developed and buili. The gold 
was'eventually sprayed onto the ` reflect 
tor rather than semed onto it as orig- 
inally planned. - 

Zeiss can NOW ‘fairly claim to have 


rope. 


‘built the world's smoathosl reflector, SO 


‘smooth as to qualify for an ey in the 
Guintiess. Book of Records. i : 
. Hthe reflector’s surface n jk thëe 


er field of gravily that it attracts matter 
from the other. 

This matter is heated in a so-called 
accretion disc before reaching the con- 
pacl star, emitting X-rays in the process, 

X-rays are also emitted in the vicinity 
of black holes, invisible sources of grav- 
ity that engulf and devour any ‘matter 
that comes near thenı. 

An X-ray observatory cannot be set 
up on Eurth because this radiation is {o- 
tally absorbed in the upper atmosphere. 

That is why there have only been 
X-ray exposures of outer space since 
the 1960s when the United States put 
the Uluru satellite into orbit. 

A number of X-ray satcllites have 
since been launched, One of the most 
recent was the European Exosat, which 
went off the air in 198G after three years 
in eccentric terrestrial Orbit. 

Observation has so far invariably 
heen limited to individual celestinl ob” 
jects, about 10,UOÛ of which have heen 
located. 

But an exhaustive chart of stars that 
emit X-rays has not yet becn compiled. 
A new venture aims to remedy this state 
of affairs. 

If everything now goes ahead accord- 
ing to schedule (after many difficulties 
und delays) {he most ambitious X-ray 
observatory yet will be launched in Feh- 
ruary YY. 

Astrophysicists hope it will enahlc 
them to ideuify over HHHH xoUrces 


m SPACE RESEARCH 


X-ray satellite will open another 
window to the universe 


A German X-ray satellite, Rosat, İs due 
to be launched in February next year. lf 
all goes well the X-ray dala lt relays from 
auter space will enable astrophysicisis to 
compile a comprehensive X-ray chart of 
the universê. 


stronomers have opened up all 

manner of windows looking out into 
the universe and its Increasingly remote 
and distant past. 

One of the most imporlant advances 
this century has been the use of radio 
waves for scientific observation of the 
cosmos. 

But stars and galaxies emit another 
kind of radiation that has only lately 
lent itself to observation: X-rays. 

Astronomers hope X-ray exposures 
of the universe will reveal details of 
physical cosmic processes that have 
hitherto been either inaccessible or only 
partially accessible to obscrvation.. 

They hope, for instance, to learn 
more about quasars, so distant and still 
so mysterious, about dual stars and 
black holes. 

X-rays are emitted when electrically 
charged particles of matter are acceler- 
ated in a field or at extremely high tenı- 
peratures (over 10D, Ut" C), 

In a numher of dual star syslems cnn- 
sisting of celestial bodies that rotate 
round each other like the Earth and the 
Mnon. the compact! star has such i pow- 
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to contin countereyclical move 
despite ù sophisticated system of e 
antic foreciusUing. 

This does not mean that the 
ment has no option but to resign j itself) 
ihe role of night watchman. 

What is should do is COnCenlrale 
greater Cxlent than it has done so ily 
the purumeters of the general COME: 
framework. 

And this in ù period of & Eiri 
Awareness of environmental problery. 
following the initial phuse of a TT 
the ntaurket, ù second phase of alterky 
macroccanontic nanugement, anda; 
(unfinished) phase of withdrawing f 
econoniic dctivity And spaon-fcediny 
individuals, 

The government must change the 
ditions accordingly, conditions wk 
must apply lO everyone iN a compejt 
cconomy. 

The best way lo develop an effi 
pay-ts-you-pollute principle is fk i 
lo the market. 

The envisaged flat-rate scrapping w 
mus of DM200, for exanıple, is too ay} 
ward. 

If the dealers of car manufacturers 
forced to take back cars ready fo tr 
scrap lıeap this would be passed on tou 
prices — and would stimulate desige 
to think more seriously about wasted. 
posal custs. 

This is just ene cxample of howt 
where the gencrally overrated govern 
could, and should, exert its influence, 

Maybe the Stability Liıw will reaps 
an the scene al some stitge in the Îulur 
to try to achieve an cquilibriun whi! 
will probably never achieve in iis Ré 
form. Franz Thon: 

(Suddeutsehe Zeilung, Mi: 
25 Februar | 
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mM THE ECONOMY 


In search of an elusive perfect balance 
(and settling for something less) 


Then the motto changed to macrote= 
conomic influence with the help of niar- 
ket-conforming instruments. 

Karl Schiller operated along these 
lines and found a like-minded partner in 
Bonn’s Finance Minister at the line, 
Franz Josef Strauss. 

However, even former Bonn EconOontr 
ics Minister Schiller no longer unreser- 
vedly favours the policy of macroccon- 
omic management:( G/obalstetteriing). 

The Stabillly Law has almost becr for- 
gotten and no longers ranks as the ccon- 
omie policy miracle remedy, 

Fiscal policy in particular shows just 
how insignificant this law has becoınc. 

According to Section 6 of the law 
debts should have been repaid and anti- 
cyclical reserves invested during the peri- 
od of moderate growth which has now 
lasted for seven years. Far from it! 

Anticyclical fiscal policy — put more 
simply: spending a lot of money if there is 
a risk of an economic downswing and 
collecting the money again if the ecconn- 
my is in good shape — only worked be- 
tween 1966 and 1969. ' 

Today, for example, with industry 
moving dangerously close lo overheating, 
liquidity should be skimnıed off. 

For foreign trade reasons, however, 
this is more difficult than the legislator 
originally believed. 

Many dreams have had to be buried 
simply because the government is unable 
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government politicians or heads of the 
ceniral bank were so efficient, but be- 
cause entrepreneurs had become more 
willing to take risks. 

The Federal Republic of Germany 
(ries to maintain the equilibrium envi- 
saged ir the “magic square" by means of 
sensitive policy tools, including the ad- 
vice of scientific experts for political de- 
cision-makers, rather than by means of 
Inveslment control. 

Just over 25 years ago, on l4 Febru- 
ary, 1964, the Council of Economic Ex- 
perts for the Assessment of Overall 
Economie Trends (popularly Known as 
the “five wise men”) convened for the 
first lime. 

This panel of independent economic 
cxperls was se| lle task of analysing and 
evaluating the economic development, 
but is not allowed to ntake recommend- 
ations or politicise in any way. 

Right from the start, however, there 
was no way of preventing the inclusion of 
the Council's findings in the discussions 
on duy-to-day politics. 

The quality of the Council's reports 
has varied over (he years. 

As they are generally Jifferentiated 
and refrain from reducing matters to 
black and white terms respective govern- 
ments anl Opposition groups often cited 
these reports as confirmation of ‘their 
own policies or criticism. 

Several years after the panel was sel up 
the Law Promoting Stability and Growth 
of the Economy {Gesetz zur Förderung 
der Stabilitat und des Wachstums) was 
introduced on 8 June, 1967. 

Ludwig Erhard was no longer Chan- 
cellor by this time. 

The most inıportant groundwork for’ 
the law, however, was carried out during 
his period as government leader. 

Although he fostered the project lie 
was not completely convinced about its 
usefulness despite the law's excellent 
provisions and the policy tools based on 
Keynesian principles. 

This law was intended as the start of a 
new era, 

Prior to the law the guiding matto had 
been to loosen up all rigidities and let 
matters take their own course. 


Who manufactures what? 


Find suppliers and products, 
send for quotations, compare 
prices, track down special 
sources Of Supply, cut costs by 
buying at lower prices. 


This is a reference work every ' 
buying department should have 
atl the ready. 


Easy to use, just like an 
enoyclopaedia: : 


Products, including 9,000 îradê ' 
marks, are arranged . 
alphabetically, complate with 


hat we need is equilibrium, not hec- 

tic fluctuations. Ani economy, how- 
ever, is very rarely in a perfect stale of 
balance. 

One can be satisficd if if oscillates 
somewhere near the point of equilibrium. 

At the moment a further tornerstone 
(in addition to the objective of full en- 
ployment) of the “magic square" of econ- 
omic policy gonls is off balancê: REE sta- 
bility. 

We were once convinced that this 
magic square of economic growth. full 
employment, price stability and balance 
of payments equilibrium could be kept 
stable with the help of the mtcroecorto-= 
nic policy measures of the national gov- 
ernment, 

Today it is clear that such national ma- 
nagement hardly works in an interpene- 
trated internalional ceconomlc environ-=- 
ment (not {o mention the shortcomings of 
natiupal government policirs). 

Fomıcr Bonn Chancellor Ludwig Er- 
lard lad an almosl casier task in this re 
spect. 

When he began ridding the young Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany of the jumble 
of controls and regulations following the 
1948 currency reform the Deutsche 
Mark was nowhere ncar heing a converfti- 
ble currency. 

This suon changed, not because 1he 


Continued from page 6 


Döding has heen marricd since 1957, 
Dûding's pouliical influence on uther 
irade unions and in the Federation of 
German Trade Unions (DGB) is asıonish- 
ing. 

He also has a strong position in the 
SPD's tradc union council, where he is 
classed as a right-winger. 

In Dûding's opinion, “an out-and-out 
stralegy of conflict lcads directly to a 
weukening of the trade union ntovement." 

Düding and the NGG have done pio- 
nicer work in the field of pay settlements, 

The former early retirement provisions 
and the current purtial retirement plans 
are routed in ideas first advocated by 
Oiünter Döding. 

Dûling, however, wanted the pariial 
retirement regulations to be an additional 
measure and not a follow-on measure for 
ıhe carly retirement regulation in the form 
now introduced by the Bonn government. 

dpa 
(Mannheimer Morgen, 23 February 1944) 
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der Deutschen Industrie 
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Menacham Mendel, the vislonary who always loses, in 


( Phour Film Sluscum Munich} 


Jewish state, Israel, û part of Judaism is 
lost: the cthnic part, established nvur 
generutions. 

Whether these were JocumcmMary Or 
feature films they depict Inss everywhere. 
For this reason some of Lhese films Seen 
like an obituary hist. So much iş only pre= 
served on film. 

What existed before Hiller is ulse cin- 
ematographically vuluuble, fur at {hat 
lime there were no working bins on 
Jaws. 

In the course uf liberalisation in the 
Soviet Union somc carly Jewish feature 
films madc in Russi will pruhabiy nap- 
pear. The Jidhche (ifikn wus u biuer- 
cynicul foretaste of thins tes cum. 

Menachem MNlendcel. the visluiiry. 
who always loses and brings hiuppiness lu 
uthers in this way. is û Here from the 
10tl century. 

LSU and citi Ir Up AS-i 1H 
lis ln. UOuc lauglis ùl ch ol Mc 
chem“ mishaps, hut there is ciiicirm 
there. 

Brides are sall off. Money h mec im- 
pourtant 10 the big wigs hun the happi- 
ness OF their chillren. 

Alexey Granowski «ûs the toundur uf 
Muscuw"s Jewish Theatre. He wis iissint= 
ed in finding the language of the film by 
Eisenstein’'s camcraman, Eduard Tiss, 

The Dutch Film Heergevonden hy Lu- 
uis Crispijn and Edmond Edren. ditin 
from 1914, mixed melodrama and 
schmaltz together. The theme of the Film 
was morc important to Jews then than H 
is now. The threat to Judaism ofl mixed 
marriages. 

A daughter, disowned because of her 
marriage (o a non-Jew, is once more ac” 
cepted by her impoverished father. 

Amslerdam's Grachten are desolate. 
The houses throw long shadows on the 
blind peddlers. The frames touch he 
heart. 2 : 

Schuhpalast Pinkus comes 1a life mort 


‘from its comic situations, its witty tit] 


links and the matchless comedy of its 


. main actor than from its visual effects, 1 


Ernst ‘Lubitsch plays the audacious 


. Sally _ Pinkus, a. good-for-nothing who 
. overwhelms everyone and everything 


and so gets on in the world, 
„. This film is thoroughly Jewish, the 
Jewish jokes are conveyed by the action, 
condensed in Sally himself. 

This was made in 1916, Before that 


„, Lubltsch had played in impromiu Yid- 


dish theatre, He no longer spoke Mame- 


- loschn, the mother tongue. TH survives 


among a very few who survived the con” 
centration canıps, and was still spoken ip 


the displaced persons camps, i 


. There is only onè film aboüt the dis 
. placed persors camps, canıps that pro” 
, vided; accommodation tv Jews who had 


lost their homes through ihe war, 1 
` This film is the meladrama Lang ist der 
Continued on pags 13 


of her cousins asks 
in the film: "What is 
a Jew to you?” Avi- 
va Ziegler's filın 
with this sentence 
qis its title is about 
the question of her 
Judaism. Her rela- 
tives in New York, 
Vienna and Aus-' 
tralian werd nude in- 
lû Jews hy Hitler. 
They were nssimi- 
lated. Unlike Aviva 
Ztcigler's brother, they had forgotten 
their traditions. But still they were Jews. 

Film-maker Ziegler brings this Jown 
to a common Jenonıinator: one is like al] 
ihe others, bul some others as welt =~ the 
past remains at (he back of the mind. 

Slıc asks questions with sensitivily, ex= 
plures places ind events, and collects her 
relatives together in an evenl whicll uc1l- 
«lly excludes their own lack ol religion: at 
a nephew's har milzvall. 

Aviva Ziegler is a typical child of emi- 
grant parents. Atfluence and security 
make (he emphusis on tradition superflu= 
ous, identity melts away. 

The children of emigrant parents want 
10 be better all the ime, better Austriul- 
inus, heter Americiıns. 

The men shave uff their heuards, the 
women put fheir wigs away. There iU 
places reserved for Jewry: the so-called 
Borseht Bol. u place in the Cilskil 
Nlounluius, JUD mules liom NMûulaUinl, 
named after the poor Man's beetroot 
iU. 

Entertainment flourished in this lıûoli= 
duy resort for Jewish workers and lhc 
middle classes. 

Tony Curlis, Eddie Fisher. Shelley 
WimMers and Jerry Lewis put un their 
pre-Broadway shows there. 

The Borscht Belt, its hotels, the whole 
rêsart, has become dilapidated, Today's 
Jews can afford other trips and pleasures 
than their forefathers could. 

Peter Davis traces this in The Rise dil 
Fell of the Borschi Belt, This is a curiosity 
about an aspect of wordly Jewish culure 

. and its decline. 

Time works like a grinding stone. Two 
thousand years of the disapora has 
brought about a variety of travels, exiles 
and loses. Whoever fled the Holy Land 
after the destruction of the Second Tem- 
ple has not yet arrived at his destination. 
So many Jews. So many peoples, 

The Moroccan Jews, descendants of 
‘the Berber Jews, the Spanish Jews who 


Jidische Gfikn. 


fled from the Inquisition in 1492 and the ' 


! Yemeni. Jews all last théir homie ahd their 
‘identity once more. Most of them,’ who 


were nû longer tolerated in the countries 


‘of their origin, travelled from 1949 onwr 
‘ards to [srael, : 


They could scarcely. hold an to their, 


.„traditioris and rituals. And their handic-, 
‘rafts, developed over the generations, 
died out. E 
Judaism is not the same all over the 
world. Evên the public holidays differ. 
. The life and language of neighbours mir 
‘this case the Arabs — coloured tradi- 
tions, [ 
.Eugene Rosow's Routes of Exile: a. 
. Moroccdn: Jewish Odyssey and Anthony . 


Posner's About fhe Jews lii Yenien deal . 
°’ :.. °` with people repeatedly uprooted; of the: _ 
' Aviva:i Ziegler's.. generation , for. İne 


loss of a rich cultural heritage. These 
‘films emphasise what. was cehturies ago’ 
"and what is nio loriger there. Even in the . 


ra? What is portrayed? A nation lives so 
long as its language lives. This is one of 
the aphorisms in Cooperation of Parts hy 
Dan Eisenberg, 

There is no Yiddish in the film, only 
American English, netther iıı the escalat- 
ing sermons in sounds off nor as ep- 
igrams in the sub-titles. 

‘The pictures dance, stumble, hop 
along, jolt along in rhythm to a travelling 
trin, rock with the spectialur’s walk. 

The documentary elctmenl is to he 
found in the assnciations: Munich, the 
Church of the Theatines, Dachau, 
Auschwitz today in long focus, counlry- 
side, 

Lik¢ Akerman. Eisenberg excludes 
documentary inages. The truth lies be- 
hincl the pictures, in inheriled knowledge 
tbrautgh suffering, 

IF you do nol know something yuu 
mişt look for It. Our parenls said lilllc or 
nothing, because only by suppression 
was Il passihlce to live an. Insinuulions re- 
mail. 

Debbie Goodstein from the US under- 
lined this in Poices frown the Aftic. 

An hour's drive away from Auschwitz 
there was a room measuring | 5 square 
muircs where 16 members of her family 
were hidden away for two whole years: 
thirteen of {hem survivued. 

A trip inte the past wilh an dunt and 
five cuusins bruke the silence. The unt 
said: “It's better if we walk on lhe grass.” 
She dil nol wan ts walk nve Jeuish 
giuvestones with which Pulislh paths 
were paved. 

The countryside is green and idyllic, 
former neighbours remnenibir {he visitors 
al are delighted at sceing them again. 

In apposition lo views uf 1he couniry= 
side and laughing fuces there is 1b 
world. een thruughb gaps in woud, The 
camera pans through sheds. through the 
grim, harren land. 

One has to Link about 1he |6 people, 
a woman was sitting there and shê sang iı 
song of the past. 

The narrative turns the harmless loca- 
tion into the place of horror, The past is 
obliterated, killed. 

The dead remains of the Jewish 
Schtetl (village} — showed in documen- 
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tary dubbing, in — paved pathways and 
roads in Poland. The horror remains, 
The descendants want to know whal 
‘was so as to be'able to’ tel! about it again. 
That is the driving force of their films. 
They filmed the stories of their predeces- 
sors to be able to get closer to history, 
Belgian, American and Dutch Jews 
collected pictures of landscapes, of con- 
centration camp mentorials,.of houses, of 
people and tried to Jink them to the tales 
‘their.relatives told, tales which the cine- 
matic documentatlon‘confirmed;: ۰ :' 
... These pictures showed shipping Jews 
off, concentration camps, liberation, Hit- 
ler's Jewish policies had consequences 
which have not been thought through. 
The-extermination of. the Jews deter- 
mined the thoughts of the following gen- 
erations: and. now .and .agaln make up 
„their identity as Jews, و‎ 


stance, She grew up in Australia. Her for 


.ther waş an emigrant from: Vienna. One 


= FILMS 


Jewish collection reveals a present f 
: mirrored against the past 


A series of 24 films about Jews and the 
problems of Jewry have been ‘assembled 
by thehead of the Munich film museum, 
Enno Palalns, assisted by Raclıcl Sala- 
mander, who runs a Jewish bookshop Mm 
the city. The collection is wide-ranging in 
both type and content. There are docu- 
mentaries and feature films and expceri- 
mental films. Eva Elisabeth Fischer went 
lo the museum to sec for herself, She re- 
porls for (he Munich daly, Stiddeutsche 
ZLeilfiing. 


he loss of details constitute (he gaps 
in history. Details are te be found in 
stories, which help lo elose the gaps. 

Judaism is a religion of the word; for 
this rcason stories are of particular. valuc. 

Judaism bis pictorial images i0 pre- 
vent idolatry. For this reason onc is 
sceptical bout films, 

The latest film by the Belgian filn- 
maker Chantal Akerman takes heed of 
this. ffisftotires rf'Ameriqite narrates the 
stories of Jewish emigrants 1o the United 
States during the past |UD years. 

The film is nade up of personal minia- 
tures, to be read like the letters culumn 
in the “Jewish Chronicle," London. 

The Jews who speak directly inlu the 
camera dûre present-day American Jews. 
They are nut identical with the I-narraior 
of the film. 

The vicwer has to put the past togelher 
himself, for thc picturus un Ihc strven 
ducument Nothing. 

Akerman avoids interiors. The film 
was shot in an opcn arcit under thé Willi- 
amsbury Bridge, Brunklyn. where the 
second generation of Jewish cınikriunis 
have moved, rising up lhe social ladder 
inio the middle class afler hiuving fived 
un the edge of starvalion on the Lower 
Eusl Side. 

The surourdings hint al the surrealin- 
tic. They eat horscht and chicken broth 
at table. The Jewish humour is tle vital 
black humour of survivors, a kind of ep” 
logue, the songs are of nostalgia for te 
lost ones. OE 

Chantal Akerman looks back and her 
people look back with ler, full of senti- 
ment, humour and sadness. The mast bit- 
ter remark goes along the lines: “I aın nol 
Jewish and Fm doing very well." 

This is A cynical insight: what pogranıs 
did not bring about, what mass extermi- 
nation did not achieve is now under 
threat of assimilation without violence — 
the gradual disappearance of Jewry. . 

What do documents have to tell? 
What do pictures ı and figures show? 
They are just emptyif the destiny of the 
individual ‘does not’antplify them, does 
not make then conceivable. 

Chantal Akerman _knows this, and for 
this reason she does not include docu- 
mentary images — like Ken Jakob in Ur- 
ban Peasants: anf Essay in Yiddish Stritc- 
turalism, ° OTE 

His expèrimepîal film is strict: there 
are ‘neither ' words nûr pictures, The 
screen is black.at thie beginning and the 
end, framing cuts from û recorded course 
in Yiddish and silent Home Movies from 

‘the 1930s and 19406, 0 
` This is a film of oddments: put together 
on the chance principle, fragments from 
Jewish.family-lifé. in Brooklyn placed to- 


gether, with “tough: outting techniques, < 


sometimes over-lit,’ some ..passages’ re- 
peated, :. . '" ... ° 
How.do.the people react on the came” 
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Erich Këstner 
{Plıula: Sven Sigur) 
false papers in March 1945 and saw lu 
ending of (he war ts a memherofa UFA 
film unit in the Zillertal, 

in August 1945 he went to Munich, 
helped to set up Ihe cabaret "Die Schal 
bude" and was head of the arts pages of 7 
the Nete Zeitung, licensed by the Amer 
HCilns, : 

Although Kistner wrote many Sure 
cessful books he had duubts about his 
bilities to write "the novel of lhe year 
1033 t60 1945," 

The more he cloubied the more he 
cherished the iden of wrilinğ such i 
book, 

He said: “One cannot organise a ls 
vf victims dand executioners, millio 
long. Onc cunnot compose in stalistied 
terms, Anyone who fakes that on will 
not produce i preidl novel, oily an or 
derly, but delurmced, bloody addres 
honk. seen from {hc artistic point 4 
vYiw." 

From 1951 lo 1960 Kiistncr was pfe" 
silent of the Federal Republic's PEN 
Club, and honurary president until his 
death. 

When Kilner was iuwardced flk 
Biüchner Prize in Darnıstedt, he spoke 
in his neccptincd speuch uboul 
Büchner"s drama und then ciıme buck 6 
the theme of his diary. 

Ile snail: “When I thought about his 
torical malerial | wondered why lhe 
were no historical comedies... Natural! 


, Î know that a Prussiun king plays a par! 


in Afinna von Barnhelın wil houl uctually 
appearing un stage. But İt is hard to f 
fife my assertion that there are mil ° 
marvellous historical lragedics bul 18 
hislarieal camecdlles, ا‎ 
"J content myself witlı (he supposilio 
that the book of listory is u particule 
serious sncl sad real, 'I'here Is noth 
to laugh about in i1," 
Unfortunately tly 
Kêûstner is less popular or well-k 
than is the author of the ggliap" 
books and filnıs, such as Das JES 
Klassenzimner, Die doppelten LONG 
Piinklchen tnd Anton and Der 33, . 
The wish of the “ncat young 


very Serd 
nqfî 


` . from ‘Dresden. has obviously beta j" 
‘filled. 7 


. 


-. Kesten recalls his first. conve :: 
with Kãstner clearly. Es 

“I ‘said ‘that one must aim to imp 
the elite. of the century, KãstnğrSAlfK 


wanted to ğleasc ordinary peopl, J 


moré readers tHe better." “ . WS 


in Mulch’ that on his, booksh§l 
“where the diaries of that time. Sk 
there was still room. yS 

He decided to publish his owri Af 
bene 45. Arnim Juhl 

{Deutsches Allgemeines Sontil’ 
“ . : i" '' tkmblurg, L7 February 


. „, More... than , 35 years. later... Re 
Kêstner, who had sãfely escaped, Qê: | 
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The serious author stands up with 
his blue book still intact 


he learn? He became what Nazis of the 
“Blood and Earth" vuricly called in “as= 
phiult" or "coffee house” writer. 

His friend Hermann Ktsien AU 10 
know him in 1927 at a tea partly in a villa 
in the Grunewald to which he had hecn 
invited by the widow of.Sicgfriccl Jacoh- 
solin, the founder of the left-wing wevkly 
Helthiihne. 

Kesten suid of Kğstner: “Yes, the cof= 
fee house.was wliere he communed with 
his muse, it was his study, the place in 
Berlin where hemet his friends and girl- 
friends, his office, wliere he dictated to 
his secretaries,” 

He continued: “We both came from 
the provinces, I from Nuremberg. We 
were both radical but not Marxisls, We 
were both pacifists without belonging 10 
a pacifist nrganisation. 

"We did nat join any political party, 
and took sides, politically and in .a liter- 
ary sense, with justice, freedom and 
against social oppression, against mililar- 
ism, chauvinism and inhumanity.” 

It is not surprising that Kãsıner got 
more and more into difficulties. . 

His first two books, the valume of poc- 
iry Herz auf Taille, and his children's 
book Emil md die Detektive, luter 
filmed, made him world-famous by 1928, 

in October 1934 he wrote to his moth- 
er in Dresden (he did so almost every 
day]: 

“It seems that there is something parli- 
cularly bad to be said about me, becnuse 
Klaus Mann has reprintecl in his newspa- 
per ahruud something from my books. 
Now the authorities think that I sent it to 
him." 

In !936, the year the Olympic Games 
took place in Berlin, another volume of 
his work was published, Doktor E. K. 
lvrische Hausapotheke, büt that was (he 
end. 

Secretly Kastner made contact with a 
publishing house in Zürich. Until 1942, 
that is, when suddenly he was given spe- 
cial permission to work on film scripts 
under a pseudonym, for lhe filnıs Baran 
Mitinchhausen and Der kleine Grenzver- 
kehr. 

The contacts with the: film people 
eventually saved him, He left Berlin with 


gcois-humanist writer, mainly a satirist. 
Began as a left-wing hourgeois critic of 
the bourgeois life style. 

*Has today accepted the bourgeois so- 
cial order without surrendering his re- 
servations (anti-militarism} K. canes 
from Ihe petty hourgeoisie.” 

Tlıiis despite the fact that his father, 
Emil Richard Kãstner, was a harci-work- 
ing upholsterer, who could barely leedl 
his small family. 1 

Kistner later wrate: “My father was 
chased out of the kitchen. He was exiled, 
From then on in the evenings he sat in the 
cellar behind’ the crate, between piles of 
coal and potatoes, wearing a cardigan 
and thick carpet slippers. 

"This was his workshop. Here the 
smoke from his cigar swirled up in the 
air. There in the cellar he healed his glue, 
bubbling away on a spirit stove,” 

Elis mother, whom he loved, was just 
as busy. She was a hairdresser. She had 
learned lo do hair when she was 35 so as 
lo feed her fFaniily and finance her son's 
studies, : 

Erich Kiüstner wrote his PhD thesis on 
ithe views on literature of Frederick the 
Great in Leipzig. Then he felt that for- 
tune was pushing him to go to Berlin, 

Erich Kãstiner was also hard-working. 
At first he wrote sketches and thoughtful 
freelance items for the Neue Leipziger 
Zeitung. 

Then he was taken on as a working stu- 
dent and, later, hired as a full-lime.jour- 
nalist by Richard Kaız, the newspaper's 
managing director, who lid read what he 
had written with satisfaction, 

Then this welcome extra money sud- 
denly stopped, when Kiistner published 
an erolic poem entitled Apbendlied eines 
Kammervirtuosen, which began with the 
harmless lines: “You, my last, my ninth 
symphony, when you wear {he pink- 
siriped niglıtie..,.” 

In what was Beethoven's death centen- 
ary.year the rival Leipziger Neueste Nach- 
richten raised a rumpus, claiming the po- 
em was a disgrace. The young writer was 
dismissed on the spot. : : 

For the young man from Dresden, wh 
wanted to be a leacher, Berlin in. the 
1920s was just the place to he. What did 
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other bitter pill to swallow: only a third 
who knew of the existence of the Eura- 
pean Parliament had ù very high opinion 
ûf it as a European institution, . 
' inthe Federal Republic 44 per cem hal 
“in general a poor opinion" of the directly 
eleçted Parliament, in Britain and Holland 
it was more than A half, . ?  . 1 < 
. Only just about 20 per cent of the peo- 
ple in the European Community have an 
unlimited good opintofi Of the Parliament 
in Strasbourg. 1 ر‎ 

All parties are therefore agreed ‘that 
their most important task is to encourage 
voters to Vote, more important than party 
political disputes about, individual themes. 

Gerd Walter, the lead SPD candidate in 
the 18 June election, said: “We must make 


clear to the, voters that policies are really - 


made in Strasbourg in matters concerning 


environmental and consumér protection, 


and.in-many other areas, which directly af- 
fect European Community citizens.” 

The political parties. stil have four 
months: to persuade voters to. Vote in the 
European Parliament élections, 

۰ . - Thomas Gack 


' . ' .(Siultgartér Zeitung, 18 Febtudry 1989) * 1 + . 
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negative aspects of Community policies 
are emphasised. More and more the deb- 
ate in the Federal Republic hammers away 
at the disadvantages and risks of opening 
up frontiers. ا‎ 

Election campaigners from all parties 
say regional differences are obvious. 

In economically successful Baden- 
Wirttemberg, and also in Bavaria, people 
look to 1992, the date the single European 
market is lo be introduced, more confi- 
dently and with greater self-assurance than 
in the economically weak northern region 
of the Federal Republic, a region which 
has to baltle with considerable structural 
problems. 

It is so easy for prejudices and anxieties 
10 proliferate because people in the Feder- 
al Republic, as ever, are not very well in- 
formed about the European Community 
and Parliamenl. a 

According to an investigation .of the 
"Eurobarometer," the ‘survey regularly 
commissioned by Brussels, less than a half 
vf the people-in the Community know that 
there really is a European Parliament. . 

. Then Euro-parliamentarians. have: an- 


Erich Kistner is world-famous for his 
children's books, particularly Emil uud 
die Detektive, published in 1929, but 
there was ı more serious side to his work 
as aA wriler which is nol so well known. 
His books were banned and burned in 
1933, bul he stayed on İn Gerınany (o be 
*an eyewitness nul one day gire cvid- 
ence,” as he wrote in his diary. He would 
huve been 90 in February; he died in 
1974. e . 
B0 Berliners hal nny real idea 
about nir raids and hbomh attacks, be- 
fort curinus children scrambled througlı 
ihe firs bonbed homes ooking for 
shrapnel, which {hey swopped at school, 
before "unwelcome" citizens had left or 
been siripped of their nationalily, arrest- 
ed or sent lo concentration canıps, Ericlı 
Kiistıner, successful authar and film 
seripl-writer, wanted to renin. 

1[e preferred [o s1ay dand be an eyewil- 
ness f0 whl was happening and whni 
would happen. 

Despite the (act thal he was piven 
warrtings, despite lhe fact that his books 
were burned in 1933, despile the fact 
thal his name was already on the unwant- 
¢l list, he Jid not wanl to go away but be 
ù member of the mullitude who stayed in 
the Third Retch "yet kept a diary." 

He wrole in Notabene 45, the title un- 
der which lis diaries were published: 
“During the Third Reich there was incon- 
spicuously on my bookshelves a blue 
book, whose pages were entpty. al leiıst ill 
first. This harniless empty volınme was 
the natebook in which I recorded insidi- 
ous things. : 

“1 filled the emply pages with short- 
hand outlines. [ recorded under key- 
words events which I did not want to for- 
get for a future novel. Three times I be- 
gan a diary, each time for six months, in 
1941. 1943 and 1945. 

“Until 1943 the blue book was hidden 
dway among the four thousand other 
books on the shelves, Because the qir 
raids had become so alarming, I put it in 
my briefcase, which never lefi my hand, 
along wilh my reserve sponge bag, my 
tarch, my bank book and other articles, 
in this way it escaped the fire which burnt 
ıhe other four thousand books, 

“My blue book still exists, along with 
my bank book. Bolh are documents of 
their time, The entries in the bank baok 
have lost their worth now, but lhe notes 
in the diary hopefully have not," 

Erich Kãstner would have been 90 in 
February. He died 15 years ago in Mu- 
nich on 29 July 1974. 

He would probably have liked to have 
fived IHonger than 75 years for he was 
never idle, even if he was quicter and 
mare domesticated in his later years, ac- 
cording to his friend Hermann Kesten; 

Kesten recalled: “Fundamentally, in 
his old age, he was more himsell. If he 
was asked what he was working on — a 
novel? — hc replied: on myself.” 

In 196l, when his diary Notabene 45 
wus published by the Atrium Verlag, 
Ziirich, Ihere appeared at the same lime 
the Deutsches . Schrifistellerlexikon, 
published by the Volksverlag Weimar in 
East Ocrmany. 

This volume classified German wri- 
ters, “frum the .heginning to the present 
day” ûs “proletarian” ar "bourgeois". 

The entry For Kûstner rend: "Kiistner, 
Erich.. Born 23.2.1899 Dresden; bour- 
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tre teams have a striking number of mis- 
carriages. ٍ e 

This suspicion has been confirmed in 
animal experiments, Rats and mice 
drugged only once three or four weeks 
prior to conception were found to have 
27 per cent miscarriages, as against an 
average 14.7 per cent among rodents. 

People who work in seemingly heal- 
thy trades, such as farmers, wine-grow- 
ers, foresters, gardencrs, citrus fruit 
pickers .and florists, also oflen seem 
threatened with infertility as a result of 
everyday contact with pesticides and 
weedkillers. 

Both men and women are affected, 
and other risk groups (only a few) in- 
clude workers in chemical factories, 
lead and copper foundries, spray-paint- 
ing workshops, leather, rubber and texi- 
iles factories and refineries, 

Even laundry workers can be affect- 
ed, Danish doctors who compared pain- 
ters and construction workers found a 
significanUy higher proportion of 30- to 
4UÛ-year-ald painters to be infertile, 

Where you work can affect ferlility; 
so can where you live. in Malmö, Swed- 
en, men who lived in a district with 
heayy industry werc found to have i 
markedly lower sperm count tilan men 
in the city’s rural environs, 

They didn't just have far fewer fhiua 
whaı can ordinarily be up to 1 20 million 
spermatozoa per millilitre of cjaculue: 
the spernı of men affected by heavy in- 
dustry near where they lived tended tu 
be more deformed. 

Sterility, miscarriiges ind defurnnit- 
ies cum all he raced back tı cnvirnn- 
menril toxins, with interlHily alten Iurc- 
stalling deformilics in {hCG first pluct, as 
if werd. 

This fnctur can Causily lead lo û mivin- 
lrprelMion owt the risk run by working 

iu û picuk job ot WM a pC CNS 
ronmertal situation, us Norwckian Stil 
tistics show. 

Women employed in the Icûather uncl 
texlles industrics were found tu have 
distinctly Fewer handicappvd children 
than others. but (Dial wast IO suy Ihut 
they run fewer risks than women work- 
ing in uther industries. 

Closer scrutiny revealed ut they’ 
had up to 30 per' cent nıanre miscarriuges 
than the others, with the result that da 
maged embryos did not survive to be 
deformed. 

Wiankind nay not beconle extinct As a1 
result of these toxins, Professor Beier 
says. Human procreation is far too ro- 
bust for that to be likely, which is more 
than be said for many species. 

But environmental toxins are already 
contributing substantially toward popu- 
lation decline in the industrialised caun- 
tries, : : 

With reference to [he societal conse- 
quences of this trend a Hamburg doc- 
tor, Wilfried Karmaus, says: 

` “Since these countries have advanced 
medical technology they will increasing- 
ly establish treatment centres for proc- 
reational medicine,.which at first glance 
woulktl seem simpler to treat than reduc- 
.iIng work and environmental burdens. 

“But many people have yet to appre- 
ciate how expersive this trend will be 
for the health service." ٠ 
' ` Dr Karmaus also has plain words to 
say about a futher aspect. Aboit 40Û per 
cent of pregnancies in the Federal Re- 
.public of Germany at present .ond with 
‘An abortion... ., {1 wel 
. ` So 83,500 .live births: a year must be 
stên in comparison with 205,000 abor- 
tions or miscarriages, Between 20: ind 

' 30 per cent ofthe latter are, he says, due 
‘substances at work. i E 
Hr": °1.  Jlichael Odenwaid: . 
(Frankfurter Rundschau, 1& February L989) 


' to environmental toxins ‘and dangerous 


man infertility 


higher than in the blood. 

$o women may reach a toxin level 
harmful for procreation much faster 
thar analysis of blood samples might 
suggest. 

“We now know," says Professor 
Heinz Bohnet of the Hamburg Univers- 
ity department of hormone and proc- 
reational disturbances, “that enyviron= 
mental toxins find their way into the ov- 
aries and the germ cells." , چ‎ 

A survey by the Family Planning As- 
sociation in Oxford, England, of about 
17,000 women who took the. Pill has 
shown the extent of unwanted infertility 
duc to smoking. 

About 4,100 of then. stopped taking 
the Pill with a vicw to having clildren. 
Abouıt five per cont of non-smokers re- 
mained childless, 

Over 10 per ceni of women whip 
smoked more (han 15 cigarcetles ad day 
remained childless. 

Nan-smokers were pregnant after 
about six months, whereas smokers 
took û year. 

Aachen research scientisls led by 
Prufessor Beier have also shown niceo- 
tine to be enıbryotoxic. 

Even if ferlilistion takes place, the 
foetus is far Irom in the clear. Enyviron-=- 
méênlAl toxins can even attack ıhe cnı- 
brya when İC cunsists ef no more thal d 
few cells. 

“Even n undisturbed Nature." Pre- 
tear Beier siya. "Hp lO Ol pur cCeut of 
Mt jos dic bele hey uc implied 
in the uterus. Toxins increase itlis per= 
centage ard lhe survival capability of 
thuse (hut remitin is lm paired." 

Professor Spiclmiann of the Federal 
Health Deparlmcent, Berlin, has identifi- 
êd another source of damawe. 

Many suDMances trc virtually harm- 
less un thelr own bul toxic in combina- 
1ion with others. The umbryotoxic effeel 
of cytostatic (anti-cancer) drugs, for in- 
stance, is drastically increased by caf- 
feinê. 

These “cell-kilers”" have for some 
time been suspected of being to blame 
for upsets in procreation. Nurses who 
inhale even minute amounts have been 
known to have miscarriages. 

People in other jobs are also liable, to 
an above-average degree, lo the “new 
infertility" — due mainly to stress and 
mental upset in addition to environmen- 
tal toxins. - 

. Operating theatre nurses and anaes- 
thetists are a case in point. They inhale 
traces of anaesthetics such as halothane 
or tribromethanol in'the operating thea-= 
tre. Women mempþers öf operating thea- 
: 1 O E 4 EE 


a 
Rf" 
wm E o ا ا‎ 

*» اوه کک ده د ي و ي‎ 8 î 
rip j n fe Rk E RR 
م ر ا‎ e 1 پر‎ ee ue" 


So they must be sufficiently mobile 
and have an intact membrane and a 
functioning acrosome {the enzyme- 
filled tip that enables sperm to penetr- 
ate the ovum). 

In vitality tests these so-called sperm 
parameters were tested in test tubes, 

Chlorinated hydrocarbons were 
shown to affçct each of these parame- 
ters, each substance proving most de- 
vastating at a different point in the pro- 
cess. 

“Polychlorinated biphenyl seems to 
be the most intensive," says Dr van der 
Ven. “The damage it causes increases 
with the Jose," 

DDE, a member of the DDT family, 
triggers the “acrosomal reaction," for 
instance, releasing the enzymes before 
an ovum is anywhere near lo penctrate. 

So much for that specrnt; it will no 
longer do the trick. 

Hexachlorbenzole, in contrast, da- 
mages the sperm membranc, miıking it 
less alle t0 dock alongside the ovum, 
while PCB drastically reduces sperm 
mobility. 

A particularly deviblating Tuclur is 
that Ihe toxins Sturl to work in concenlr- 
aions it huve been shown to csi in 
ming proples buxlics {bow cen une Al 
ten nanograms per millifitre of body 
fluid). 

These are concentrations thal can 
leud lo sperm damage in men. Healthy 
spermalozoa can also be made infertile 
by corresponding toxin counts in the fe- 
male genital trict. 

Fat-soluble substances such as DDT 
and PCB are enriched in women’s folli=- 
cle fluid and might, in theory, stand sub- 
stitute for the contraceptive pill. 

A daily cup of coffee or (ea conlain- 
ing a suitable quantity of pesticide or 
weedkilier residue might well also serve 
as a contraceptive if the worst came to 
the worst. 

An estimated 2,3 million tonnes a 
year of these substances is sprayed on 
crops all over the world. 

Rhodanide, a tobacco derivate, has 
also been identified in a high concentra- 
tion in follicle fluid. Thus smoking may 
also be cause of infertility. 
` American scientists have also ident- 
ified traces ’of nicotine in the mucous 
membrane of the uterus. They say İi oc- 
curs in g concentration 10 to 20 times 
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ma, whose authenticity gives it.worth, 
and its cinematic documentation which 
was too little known at the time., 

. „Jewish films mean films reflecting 
fhe Jewish condition through Jewish 
reminiscence. .... a 
` The process is often painful —+ for 


the film-makers as wel] as-for the spec- . 


, ators, . ر ا ۴ و‎ 
But at the same .time İt is rewarding, 
This exercise.in memory opens. up. 
view into ,a life of varledly. . i o 
:` Some. film-fans might be stimulate 
to look at Hollywood.films afresh — As 
` an.artform.from Jews, a form which be- 
. gan-to think İn terms of the.vişual. ::. 
ا‎ `ı ‘Eva Elisabeth Fischer: 


` (SMddeuische Zeitung, Munlch, 1 March L989) 


a Continued from page 11 
.Wêèg, made by Herbert Fredersdorf 
atid Marek Goldstein in :1947. It was 
not shown in Bavarian cinemas then, ' 
It was the first feature film to be shot 
in Germany using original documen- 
tary material. 2 
Along with the actors ‘people: who 
lived in .various southern Qerman dis- 
placed persons camps appeared in it. 
The film tells about what happened 
to many.'David survived ıin fhe .forest 
with the partisans. His father was mur- 
dered in Auschyitz,. Post-war Warsaw, 
Everything is rubble, in ruiris: Rescue 
iin the!digplaced petsons camp. Over- 
.erOwdinig and the search for relatives: 
This is conventional narrative cino« 


= MEDICINE 


. Environmental toxins are blamed for 
increase in hu 


ی کر م ا 


ore and more young couples in 

the Federal Republic of Germany 
who would like to have children are re- 
maining childless. 

Very few are medically incapable of 
having children; environmental’ toxins 
are having an increasingly massive ef- 
fect on fertility. 

` Having children is a dream more and 
more parents are unable to fulfil: 

In tle 1950s between seven and eight 
per cent of newlyweds did not have 
children. In the industrialised world to- 
day childless marriages nıake up be- 
tween 15 and 20 per cent of the total. 

Yet organic causes of infertility only 
apply in between three to five per cent 
of cases, says Professor Henning Beier, 
head of the department of anatomy and 
reproductive biology at Aachen Uni- 
versity of Technology. 

*Secicntists all over the world," he 
writes in the February 1989 issue of 
Chancen, an environmental magazine, 
"are working on the assumption that en- 
vironmental strains and toxins are in- 
creasingly to blame for procreation inı- 
pediments and damage to the foetus in 
its earliest stages.” 

More and more environmental toxins 
cquals fewer and fewer young is an 
equation that is well known in the ani- 
mal world. 

In tbe United Sates DDT made the 
white-tailed or grey sea eagle almost ex- 
tinct. 

Ihe insecticide was enriched via thu 
fuud chain in the slte-cagle’s ovary, with 
the result that the eggs soon na longer 
had hard shells, only soft and eiısily-diı=- 
maged skins. 

Dutch seal colonies that Hive on ù dicl 
uf fish from the Rhine estuary are hard 
hiı by PCB, or polychlorinated biphe- 
nyl, which has triggered a dramatic lec- 
line in the otter population in Sweden 
1oo. 

The daily intake of toxins that pollute 
soil, water and air does ı01 just affect 
otters and seals. lt make men sterile and 
women have miscarriages, 

Male infertility is often due to heavy 
ntetals such gas mercury, cadmium and 
lead, and more often still to chlorinated 
hydrocarbons that are an ingredient of 
many pesticides and weedkillers. 

“Findings in the United States and 
various industrialised countries in 
Western Europe have revealed a dec- 
line in the number of spernıatozoa 
among fertile men’ over the past 50 
years,” says Professor-Wolfgang Schill. 

"The environmental toxin count is 
probably to‘ blamé," he adds. Professor 
Schill is an andrologist at Munich Ûni- 
versity's dermatology clinic. 

Surveys have shown the sperm count 
of many men to be up to 4Û per-cen 
down on a mere 20 years ago. . . 

Research ‘scientists are finding'it ex- 
tremely ' difficult to trace’ the’ wa} in 
which environmental toxins affect the 
body: پ1‎ SF ET r : 

Dr Hans Yarn der Ven, head surgeon 
at Bonn University maternity clinic, has 
outlined ih a’ recent. publication: how 
chlorinated hydrocarbons can . make 
men sterile, . 


`` ‘Spermatozoa: have a number. of: im- 


. portant tasks to fulfil in the process of 


§. conception, .They ınıust swim strongly 
` -And.straight ahead, find the ovum and - 


dock alongside it before merging with it 
ı and unloading their genetic cargo. 


Mathias Glau ر‎ 
, (Die Well, Benn, [8 Fehr e 
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hirs — yuung hirs brought up by han 
— of a species oF small songbird il 
spends the winter in Africa, 

Records of their restive behavioy 
not only showed them to be gf thei 
most restive in August and Septembe 
when {ree-[lying members oF their 
cius dre crossing the Mediterranean a: 
the Siuhart, Their unrest also reflects lk 
direction the Flock Lakes. 

1 Wullgang Wiltsehku tnd: Eberhyr| 
Gwinner have curridul Out dXxperimey 
an yaung whitethroats with no CXR 
vce of migration. 

They were found to be most resliwa 
the south-west corner Of their cagesi 
August, when the flock fs headih 
south-west across Ceniral Europe. : 

Then, in early October, they ve 
soulh-dust over Gibraltar and crass tk 
Sahara, hending For Central Africa. 

Oddly cnough,. Ihe caged white 
roalts Moved la Hie south-east comg of 
their Cages at the same lime, veci if 
dxactly the sume dircclion gS while 
Foals on the wing. : 

"The time schedule that relates 1o the 
distance covered during the migration 
Pperiocl cin evidently also control the di 
rection," hc Wiliscehkus say. 

“The inforntuion genetically pe 
grammed in the warbler's instincts mm 
this consist of the instructions: fi 
south-west Tor ihout ight weeks, tht 
south-south-vasi for d Further gig 
wucks or so." 

In spring lhe caged birds only shout, 
sigus of being restive in the norlher 
corner of their cages, On their way bal 
lo their breeding tireas the whitelhross 
arc clearly in a hurry. 

They Hy duc north across lhe Saher 
and the Mûliterrancin. its cven you; 
hirs thal have yet 16 nigrite SCM k 
know. This penctic prugramnlc enahl 
thom 10 rench Africi even thouel 
have neter own south belurt. 

This progranmo Is of enormous i 
portance fur dh Cstimilced five billior 
hirds that migrate from continent I 
COntÎNCDHN CvCrY year. 

it is the only way in which Ulicy cant 
sre ul finding food. sustenance aM 
suitable living couclitions in wiıtler. 

Professor Peter Berthold of Radolf 
zell has demonstriuttedl ihe existence & 
this genetic cunpunent wilh lis clas# 
studies of another breedl of warbler. 

tis the blackcap, a purticulurly iter 
esting breed in that European pop! 
dlions vary in their migration pattern 
some don't migralc ul all, slaying in IF 
Ciupe Verdes. 

When biackeups from Fimlnnd, wij! 
longer disiance t0 Lravel, are eross-D 
with Dlackcups from suutlrwesler 
France tholr young demonstrate Wl 
sClentists cull intermedlato hehaviourr 

in other words, their’ Fighl lime 
Beneticully programmed, So’ migra 
birds are not merely sent an thelr 
by mare powerful rivuls andwfrgf 
leave for this reason, : 


lady Federalism canı be," Herr Neukird 
says. The latest development ,i§ A 
Bundesrat has established a Europe: 
Community chamber, This committe 


şit within the four-week rotation fre 


ا 


and so discuss. legal proposals and f 
sionş more swiftly. . . ا‎ 


... ‘The chairman of the *mjni-Bundê# : 

iS always the authorised representa 

the state: from:.whiçh.the presiflent' A 
HE 


:Bundesrat comes, . .. «:', ¥ 

: At present Marianne Tudick; ا‎ 
fronr Schleswig-Holstejn,is cheirl 
small Bundesrat clubs. <. tl 


4Alrnitt Hauensthl 
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ORY BIRDS 


Wi MYSTERY OF MIGRAT 


South west for eight weeks and then 
straight ahead for another eight 


during migration and which they use to 
check their stellar contıpass.” 

Once they are on course they can Use 
simpler techniques to stay on it, Scien= 
tists so far know very little About these 
seconclary navigation systems, such ds 
"sunset factors” for: night-flying birds, 
infrasonic waves and landmarks. 

The findings are contradictory ind 
strongly indicate that differences cxist 
between species. Migratory birds are 
definitely guided by a combination of 
factors; that alone can be said for sure. 

The Wiltschkos feel their mysterious 
ability to go by the Earth's magnetic 
field may be the main factor, but diree- 
tional guides (which way to fly) also 
take the form of a genetic code. 

In other words, birds go by both the 
magnetic field and by celestial rotation 
as a system öf reference. : 

This is arguably surprising inasmuch 
as eaclı factor, taken individually, would 
seem to be sufficient for satisfactory 
orientation — and is so for a number of 
species. . 

Migratory birds possess what techni: 
cians call a. redundant system, 4 secun- 
dary facility on which to fall hack in the 
event of a breakdown. 

This belt-and-braces arrangement 
has only recently been favoured as a 
standard procedure for complicate 
technical equipment. 

A further inexplicuble factor is the 
absolutely: accurate biological clock by 
which birds register the time nf clay. 

Numerous usperimenmts hatye hecn 
carried out to upset this "built-in" tine- 
piece by, for instance. artificially 
switching night und day, confusing Ihe 
birds accordingly. 

But scientists to this day have no ide 
where the biological clock is located 
and haw it works. All they know for 
sure iš that it runs for longer than 24 
hours. 

Birds also have a seasonal clock by 
which they judge when the time has 
come to migrale, and this “inner culen- 
dar" is probably accompanied by an ex- 
act sense of target navigation. 

Migratory birds must have both an inı- 
herent sense of direction and some ilet 
of the distance to be covered. Some 
kind of programme then deals with the 
details. : 

An important part in the lime birls 
spend on the wing is played by their 
nuigratory unrest. Dr Eberhard Gwinner 
and research staff at Radolfzel!l bird ob- 
servatory have shown the duration of 
this restive period to:correspond exacl- 
ly to the «time it takes them to complete 
{heir autumn migration, 

This point was proved using caged 


Continued from page 4 - 
Landesbank, so . saving., secretarial ..and 
communications costs, : ' 1 

The second building has. been leased 
out to Bremen and Hesse, ت‎ 
The United States has for a long: time 
realised the advantage of regional repre- 


.Sentation. Lobbyists. from. California, Mar- 


yland and Michigan have been invblvéd in 
information gathering for some years; - 

AÃ cıite suggestion came: recently: trom 
Texas to put an end to the. trade war about 
hormone-treated beef from America. 
Contrary!to. widely held vjewa-the ‘Texans 
can supply:hormonê-freé beef to Europe. 
` “It. ig astonishing how ‘nimble’ the ‘old 


oT e ee A o Hh o Ê Ê. 
EN SEEN ELA 
PE I. DY FA a i a 
RA e 
* e . ل‎ 
ا‎ E 
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soon.shown, by means of planetarium 
experiments, to be guided north by the 
Pole star and its celestial neighbours. 

Merkel and Wiltschko proved in 

1963 thut robins and whitethroats used 
a magnetic compass, ۰ 
` Migratory birds do not go by magne- 
tic north, however; they arc guided by 
the angle of magnetic field lines. Yet na- 
one knows how they identify them, 

Many species have since been found 
to orient themselves by the Earth's mag- 
netic field. ٠ 

This initially Iriggered heated con- 
troversy, the Wiltschkos said, because 
lhe stars and a magnctic compass were 
felt to be mutually exclusive alterna- 
Uves, 

Birds are now known to use the mag- 
netic .ficld nat only as a4 kind of foul- 
weather navigation systenı; they also use 
it to check any realign their individual 
orientation system. 

They evidently transfer magnetic 
field data to their.individual solar or 
stellar compass and then fly by the stars, 
which may well be easier to read. 

"Experiments have shown un bal- 
ance,” they said, “thal the magnetic field 
is the factor by which birds are guided 


precipitation, 
wind conditions and frequency 


e both for planning journeys 


's natural statistics, on climate, 
and transport. : 


pensable for daily use în 


re avagilabie: 


Brockhaus 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 


: g€d in see-at-a-glance tables in these new referenci 
works. They include details of air and water temperature, iA 

humidity, sunshine, physical stress of climate, 
: , OF thunderstorms. 
These figures compiled over.the years are invaluabl 
to distant countries and for scientifîe research. 


Basic facts and Figures for every country in the world form ù oreface 
m ã preface 
tables. The emphasis is on the country preface to the 


The guides ure handy in size and flexibly bound, indis 
cimmerce, industry and the travel irade, 


North and South Amerlea. 172 pp., DM 24.80; 
Asla/ Australia, 240 pp., DM 24.80: 


Afrlea, 130 pp.. DM 2R, 
Europe/ USSR, 240 pp., DM 24.80 
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Ww: all know that many birds migrate 

south İn autumn, and no prizes are 
awarded for guessing why. How they 
find their way there and back in spring 
is another mailer, one that has preoc- 
cupied scientists for decades. 

Despite many a success to which they 
can lay claim they can-still not explain 
Tor sure how migratory birds manage to 
fly back from Africa year after year and 
find the very same nest in which to 
breed. : 

It is not an easy problem to solve, 
Birds have been found to go by at least 
seven different navigation systems and 
techniques to sect a course and stay on it. 

The Sui and stars are self-evident 
nuvigation guides. Birds nıay also be 

able to recognise certain areas they 
overfly by meims of smells and infrason- 
ic waves, 

Latest ornithological findings mainly 
indicate that ù variety of fuctors are in” 
volved. Sclentists refer to a “multifuc” 
torial" system the ramifications of which 
they are unly jul beginning to under- 
sland, : 

Frankfurt University research scien- 
tists Wolfgung ind Roswitha Wiltıschko, 
specialists in bird migration, recently 
outline the Iatest findings, 

New navigation aids have regularly 
heca discovered since OCustav Kramer 

showed starlings te be guided by a solar 
COMpass 40 years ago. 

Fly-by-nights like the warbler were 


supplied the data arran 


pûpulalion, lrade 


Four volumes a 


Look it up in 


a “س‎ 


. <" ‘Cologno,'18 February 1989) 
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The 10 million 


Ten million gypsies arc living scat- 
tered throughout the world, with dif- 
ferent traditions, different dialects 
and different ways of behaviour. 
Gypsies are divided into two tribes, 
Roma ahd Sinti. Originally they came 
from the Punjab in northern India. 
The Sintî arrived in Germany 600 
years ago. Their language, Romani, is 
very similar to Sanskrit, but it in- 
cludes clements from all the coun- 
tries through which the gypsics have 
travelled. The itinerant groups were 
at first received in a friendly manner. 
Many German princes offered them 
protection and safe conduct. The si- 
tuation changed when economic con- 
ditions changcd. Belween 1497 and 
1744 no less than 146 edicts were is- 
sued against gypsies. They were out- 
lawed by the Reichstag of 1497. At 
the beginning of the 18th century the 
first gypsy laws were enacted and at 
the cend of the last century official 
dom began registering details about 
them. The Nazis systematically 
sought to annihilate them. After 
1945 relatives and survivors werc 
given no compensation of any kind, 
morally or financially, 


place in Cologne. The city is regarded as a 
“pacemaker for the idea of integration." 

Gerd Becker of the Frankfurt group 
concerned about gypsies said: “At least 
there is debate there. AII other commu- 
nities try to dodge the issue." 

Cologne cily council will integrate 
100 gypsies. Nine “supporlers,” accept- 
able lo the city, have guaranlced l0 ic- 
cepl person financial liabîlly ar "gocl- 
Parents" aml "murtners" or gypsy Fani- 
lies who have expressed their wılingness 
to be integrated into society. 

These groups are mainly ussuciaed 
with the Protestant City Superintend- 
ent, Pastor Manfred Kock. 

That is nol many comiparced with the 
70U whe are wailing for officiul permis- 
sian to stay in the country. However when 
compared with the strict defensive stance 
adopled by other local communities the 
Cologne Partnership Pilot Programme is 
an attempt to break the cycle of “illegality, 
expulsion, disiress and crime.” 

Details of the project have becn cir- 
culated by the German Cities Confer- 
ence as a reference paper, 

But the debate among the political 
partics in Cologne's City Council has 
aroused doubts that the ‘“mild line” 
might not be continued. 

Many voluntary helpers who are con- 
cerned about . gypsy ‘affairs, including 
members of the gypsy Partnersbip Group, 
have demanded that “high-sounding reso- 
lutions, declarations of intent and moral 
attitudes should in this case be handled by 
.thg Council of Europe for the protection 


:... Thomas, Bischof gf the: Cologne gyp=: ‘Shetland Roma minority? : - 
gies AoE il r the,aim: of RE HO the Shut and Rdma'minority.”  '.. 


: They should be ãctèd upon in private 
:. homies inştead of bythe federal states 
` and local administrations. : 
Students, professors, pastors, social 
workêrs ‘and ” particularly housewives 
have telephoned hospitals and local 


. government offices, accompanied gyp- 


...: Şles to the aliens department and io' the 
1 Rocial affairs office. . : 70- 


. They have made trips to ‘embassies; 


'' obtained the’ services .of. interpreters 


: and. driving school ‘teachers „to tech 
Bypsles who are illiterate, i. 


. °, They. all arbitrate’ conflicts betwéen 


[ various groups, ‘and; every evgning tjpe 
:,lettéf. after, Tetêr. whiçh begins: "Dear 


o 
fpf. 1i °. „5 {KOlheFStadt-Anzsiger, 


Mm. FF , 
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tough for the modern gypsy 


recommended in 1969 that'its member- 
states should make such sites available, 

The Frankfurt social affairs depart- 
nient points out that only such facilities 
would attract people to go on their tra- 
vels again. ` 

“Vagranits" are not admilted to nor- 
mal camping sites, and travelling gypsies 
can no longer live from their traditional 
activities as peddlers, traders in small 
items and as tinkers. 

Kurt Holl of the Cologne gypsy Initia- 
tive, believes that five per cent al the 
most would be prepared to go on their 
travels again. 

He said: “I only know families who 
want to live in the normal way, who want 
to send their children to school. That is 
the only chance they have of ensuring 
their survival." 

lı has been estimated thal in the 
1960s there werc as many as 8,O00 itin- 
erant gypsies in Europe. In 1977 Hol- 
land absorbed 450. For a while Italy and 
France tolerated ıhem, but then clamped 
down on them again. 

The result is that thousands of state- 
less gypsies are looking for somewhere 
to stay, stranded on the fringes of Ger- 
man communities, vegetating betwecn 
railyards and rubbish dumps. without 
means of support, illegally in the coun- 
try, sick and cold, in Hamburg, Mann- 
heim, Dortmund and Wuppertal. 

Gypsy did groups ure uf the vicw thi 
lic lite of Diany uf thcst puuple is i durh 
chapter in Germany's cfforts at cuping 
with the past. This is a judgment which 
German officialdom hardly shares. 

Anı official of Hamburg’s internal af- 
fairs department said that gypsies are 
trealed in the same way as others seek- 
ing aylum. There are 600 gypsies waiting 
for a decision on their fate in Hamburg. 

The Hamburg spokesman said that a 
14-member family from Yugoslavia “are 
in line for deportation." He pointed out 
that information had been obtained 
from the Foreign Office in Bonn and 
Amnesty international to the effect that 
there was no political persecution in Yu- 
goslavia. 

Gypsy Initiatives, established in many 
major cities in the Federal Republic, are 
fo longer prepared to settle for such le- 
gal quibbling. r 

They counter this argument with Article 
16 of Basic Law, internationally a unique 
regulation, and the guarantees of human 
rights in Article 1, the right to remain in 
the country for humanitarian reasons. 


; four-day congress was “to find a Way‘ for 


` these peopla.to lead their ‘lives in the 
, Îong=term.”’.. E 1 : 


It is no accident that the congress took ٍ 


, Youth associations, advertise. .tijeir 
` work and seek .to recrult new members 

. using eye*chtchiig magazines and vide- 
:0ş, professionally madê, :But the assocl- 


„` According to Hillmeler A travel ag. 
` eney tempted .,[%-year-olds with seki. 


. (sparkling white wine) breakfasts, ': : 


.. „He.Safd that k diamesrically ûpposed, 


. tg, what Yoüithrigrganisa tions Were’ alii, 
Apu i e a: Thea, Emiebliig’ ig 


: <. fOeheralArizelger, Bonn; 4 Febraairy' LORD)’ 4 


tion,” gong öff dn'their travels, 


social problem gfoups. Fewer and few- ' 


In the Nazi period people who lived 
on the fenced and guarded sites for va- 
grants in Cologne were shipped off to 
Sachsenhausen, Litzmannstadt, Tre- 
blinka and Auschwitz. 

They were sent to concentration 
camp in accordance with a 1937 decree 
and then in the following year as a result 
of Himmler's decree on a final solution 
to the gypsy question, 

The Nazis murdered more than 
500,000 gypsies in occupied Europe, 
Many of them in the Balkans, particu- 
larly in today's Yugoslavia. 

There are also records of Yugoslav 
Romanies being shipped to German la- 
bour camps and factories. People in Co- 
logne, concerned with gypsies and their 
fate, who have travelled in Yugoslavia, 
maintain that there are gypsies and their 
families still living in Nis in southern 
Serbia for example, who were sent to 
forced labour in Germany. They are liv- 
ing in distressing, ghetto-like condi- 
tions, 

Many gypsies, who were persecuted 
by the Nazis and who were never comp- 
ensated for their sufferings, returned to 
Western Europe in the 196Us. Hun- 
dreds of large families, decades after the 
war, are coming as refugees. 

They still live without any political 
rights and in economic hardship. This is 
happening at u time when there is û re- 
vival of xenophobia and frustration in 
federal states and lociul eunmunilius, 
wlust wtelfard Dudgets ite cxlcendud lu 
the full. 

Some of the Sirti families, who have 
lived in certuin cities for generatioıts, 
fecl restrained anger. 

Professor Mehl, head of the social af- 
fairs and youth office in Freiburg, in- 
tends to provide accommodation fur a 
group of l112 gypsies. 

This has met with some opposition 
from local opinion. Citizens have said 
they would prefer their own punks and 
rockers to gypsies. 

In Professor Mehl's project the rival- 
ries among the various itinerant groups 
can be brought under control, 

He said that the Sinti gypsies in- 
cluded in his project feared that the Ro- 
ma would harm the image of gypsies as ã 
whole, particularly by their public begg- 
ing in a pushing manner, 

He said: “The Sinti help us t6 get thie 
Roma to join in.".But their is no ques- 
tion of the Roma being integrated. 

` The:professor added that consideration 
should bê given to the fact that “integra- 

tion was not always necessary. Perhaps mi- 
. grqllan would bagharightengirea 
:_jg_ denied to the Roma of today: There 

are hafdly any permanent camping-sites 

they could use, sites with sanitation facl- 


. , ` !lities not at all The Coungil of Europe 


e dontihüsd from page 14 . 


,. er fuhds are: being made..available for 


. ep en orn: e shi." : 
. „ pure. rêçreatlon* 9F young people's 5o :;' . ations do notintend competing withthe 
` commerical world in all things. 


`" Hillmeler: ald’ that youth ‘assûci- ''. 


. ‘atlons-had long since said goodbye to. 


8 


‘thëir monopoly ‘positiantlh providing’ , 


ona people do nÖt wpt:to have any- `”. 
. hing He dozejth “elibjahness,! Doing: ; 
٠ ings ln:ğîoupê f OU Hk.pkojeet work 7: 
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= FRONTIERS yT 
| Living at the edges of society: life 
remains 


ا 


We Linda Schopper was 16 and 


living at home in Wûrzburg she 
wanted to become a hairdresser, but she 
dîd not achieve her ambition. 

Hairdressers who were approached 
to take her on as a trainee declined to 
do so for an incredible reason: one of 
them was prepared to say out loud what 
the others had had one their minds. 

He said: "I can't expect my clients to 
accept a gypsy washing their hair." 

GQallier Herzberg's father is a travell- 
ing coppersmith. He and others have 
tried to explain why they had not been 
able to get a school-leaving certificate. 

Galiier said: “No matter wlıcre I was 
or which class I was in [ was always the 
lowest in the class. And no-one would 
have anything to do with me." 

These are routine experiences of peo- 
ple who are outsiders in society. Centu- 
ries after gypsies broke away from the 
Indian motherland their descendants 
are still not regarded very highly, anl 
they have endlessly met with hostility. 

Harald Hiller, a gypsy from Frank- 
furt, said more in resignatiun than in 
anger: 

“I's like in the Middle Ages. If we 
want a hall to hold a celebration we 
hive to pay a high depuvit. And on top 
uf that we have”to seek police protec- 
tion. But we don"t make any trouble.” 

At the Standing Conference of Ger- 
man Town Councils in Cologne Adam 
Strauss, a gypsy from Darmstadt, ap- 
pealed passionately for “permanent 
sites where we are not driven off after 
two or three days," 

His precisely typed letter ended ask- 
ing that his request “be evaluated with a 
feeling for other human beings.” 

This is an expression of anger and 
grief, and an attempt to adjust by a 
crushed minority. 

Hiller, Strauss, the young girl from 
Wiürzburg and hundreds of other gyp- 
sies are now for the first time having 
their say in public in a congress entitled 
“Non-Naturalised gypsies in the Federal 
Republic.” 
` This congress has been organised by 
the social workers department of Co- 
logne Polytechnic. 

. The congress lasted four days and 
EYpPSY representatives spoke about the 
dally battles of their lives, their social 
impoverishmedt:<aiderthe tenin 
decline TEE ا‎ 8 


- ... Rudko Kawézyiski, a spokesman,for. 


the gypsy Union in Hamburg and a 
Green Party, candidate for the Buro- 
pean Parliament elections, said; 

“Gypsies were. always being. driven 


away. They ‘always ;had .to .disappear, : ': 
They .Are „Deginning to ‘orğanisè them- 


seye is. i, 
The history of flight, perşecution and 
murder. of thése Indian .itinerahnts, gyp- 


sies, is long. Gypsiesremigrated' lito the. ‘ cial lives, 


Holy Roman Empire 60Û years ğo, . 
The Roma or Romanys settled firstly 


ineast and soith-east Êuropéknd only * ‘thëi positiapt ih providing ; 
ermi " young,.people, with’ lefsüre activities, . 


came to Germany in .the middle of the 
Sth oentyty, i. E 

"Gypsies .from böth,groups, the Roma 
and the'Sintl, were. vigtims of the Nazis 


in the same waj.aş thê Jews. 


: fare! 
«gy in .which the state's involvemA 3 
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selves. “So, OUL of a 'everence for f 
compelilive sport for children sho 
be rejected." 

LWxamples such as Stefanie Tay 
who has gone through Many Year, 
EYmuaslics relitively unharmed, 
rare. 

The decision lo gu in for aera; 
BYmMnastics hits lo be taken Af û ıe 
carly digu. 

Federal gymnastics trainer Rek 
Hornig lamented the lacek af fund 
tul training when gymnasts were 
afler the depressing national &y 
tgiinst the Russians in December. 

Dûrrer also concedes that if u 
wants l6 compete internationally, 
curly start has to be made, as Stela 
Tautz cid, who began to train serio 
ult the age of ciphi. 

Suspicious af Ihe sporting worl 
tbilily to impose self-controls, Waly 
Biirsch Jdentanded û sepurution of 
ular sport from "sport that haş dried 
mio centerlainment andl compte 
Sport that has drifted into 4 kind of cx 
CUS dcl." : 

Only hy such u distinction can tk 
SMPervisory clemenls of youth and lk 
bour legislation be applied. : 

Afler consideration of the vari. 
Options the Greens intend lO Prix 
ihe recommendations made by 
children's pı utecliun association lott 
Bundestipg. 

Bul who wanls tu have the pul! 
prosecutor in the pymnisium” Il see! 
mort important thut “objective uneta 
ness,” as Bûrseh put it, should ineres 
about children doing gymınislics.: 
that parents, officials and trainers ot 
vame the temptaliuns uf glory andl 
nour, 

SCan Liulr lis Huw got throat 
the dangerous beginner period. 

Deseribing Ihe qualities of a: 
SPuruamin Dorrer sul: “A i 
WOMAN Hymnitst must he inde pendenll 
minded. Stefanie Tautz knw what 
wunled, She hits giuined ù lot mentally’ 

(ldo Lid 
(Deutsches Allgemicınes Sumnlaghi" 
3 Fobruury IY, 


DM30bn. A spokesman lor K 
Gûppingvn sivings bunk suid thal at 
Young people were already set in thi 
consumer pillerns. Young people 
lo be convinced of the Juiulilies ol PF 
ducts, 

Companies f runkly admit his, 
bank employee said: "Our activities a 
carried On aguinst ıı commerical batt 
Hround. We ct hurdly get involved 
Solving young people's problems. The 
ure the traditional youth work [acil 
forthul.™. .. 

Yuuth orgmisutions sec Ihe dag 
for (hem at this point. Johannes HF 
rich, heal of (he Buaden-Wiürtigît 
Youth Ring, said: "The 'gqgppkî 
work’ picks out the plums’în (he Fou 


side of dealing with young people; ا‎ 


ing us lo deal with the problems gj 
Independent youth organisatlos % 
.themsolves under pressure from # 
stale, and not just due to continua”, 
nancial worries, as Sauerhöfer putik; ; 
According.lo the Federal Youth# | 
the proposed new .rules. for youlb# 
legislation will trim their influenf . 
youth work in favour of the publi i: 
tor. . a E 
«Although young people's lives. At 


‘creasingly getting.snarled up, and 375: 


workers have to straighten thing 


education officials ignore .thebr 


iaims,of education.. :. 1, 
` Hillmeler sees.in this’ wel 


7 


youth work .is:increasingly. diceplf 


, ` Continued on.page 16. 


1 HE UELKRMAN YFRIBUNE 


B YOUTH 


It’s not only gymnastics 
up on the parallel bars 


He said: “She gets no special trent- 
ment.” But school activities are geurcd 
as far as possible to her training require- 
ments, 

When she is at a training camp or lrû- 
velling to competitions one of her fellow 
students sends her nates On lessons. 
With the agreement of her classmates 
exams are deferred. Extra couchiny 
helps her catch up with lessons she has 
missed when she gets back. ت‎ 

Success can be achieved by kecping 
sports training centres at a distance. Ex- 
plaining the key to her performance 
Döûrrer said: “Steffi needs her normal 
aE her friends and her family 

ife.” 

Slıe also does all she can to avoil the 
tendency of competitive sport uccupy- 
ing gymnasts’ lives totally, 

After return from joging, she had to 
slim down to her competition weight of 
49 kilograms. 

Dr Bodo-Knut Jüngst of Mainz said 
that diet was a particular danger for 
young girls. 

Explaining this point he said: “The 
diets for quile a [ew girls in sport no 
longer make sense entirely. The diel can 
be an abuse of the child with all ils con- 
sêquences for hormone developnıent, 
for her when she begins lo menstruate 
and the psychological problems that can 
follow on from that.” 

Heinz Dûring. former sports pastor 
of the Protestant Church of Germany, 
has had èxperlence of the emational 

CUNSCGUCNCCS of perilous ambition, 

He said: “At the Olympic Games | 
lave seen young Sportsmen and women 
make themselves sick lo keep their 
weight and how they have had to take 
substitute preparations. The young Ppea- 
ple were affected deep within them- 


The Boy Scouts 
seek new 
knots to tie 


Werner Sauerhéöfer is from the Feder-=- 
al Youth Ring, the umbrella orgaAnisu- 
tton for youth associations. Lle said thu 
membership numbers were ( ropping 
primarily among political graups. 

Social services such as the Junior Red 
and junior.fire brigade were very 
popular among young people — 
because of heune E 

The Emnid Institute, Bielefeld, made 
a survey in 1987 which showed that 44 
per cent of young people béêlonged lo 
One Organisation or another: according 
to Hans Hillmeier of the Bavarian 
Youth Ring this was ten per cent‘ lower 
than a similar studyin 1984, .. 

Nevertheless, according to the Feder- 
al Youth Ring the degree to which youth 


.İis organised has not changed over the 


Past few years, Between-25 and 30 per 
cent. of young people have alwayş be- 
longed to an organisation, . : .... 
While some ‘organisations .fear for 
their public grants if membership -falls, 
others are worried about-their business, 
` According to a ‘study conducted by 


1 


. the ‘Youth research institute, in Munich 


young people between 13 and 20 have a 
total annual purchasing power of almost 


Hans-Joachim Dörrer was rehabili- 
tated four months after-his sensational 
departure from Frankfurt in ] 986. 

Stefanie Taulz became the German 
gymnastics champion in 1988, At the 
West German championships at Singen 
she won four out of the five titles. 

She is now !9 and the'once-scorned 
girl is now the German Gymnastics As- 
sociation’s great hope for the world 

championships in.Stuttgart in October. 

Her late successes were all the more 
surprising .since Stefanie had ` actually 
ended her career in 1987 after a severe 
foot injury. ا‎ : 

Then she overcame her pride. Ex- 
plaining what drove her on to her come- 
hack:after so many disappointments she 
said; “I wanted to show those people at 
the Frankfurt school something.” 

She also has high hopes for a grant for 
her intended studies in the United 
States through her good performances 
on the parallel bars, over the hurdles, on 
the vaulting-horse and on the floar, 

“Even if people don"t understand 
this, Fenjoy gymnastics," she said, 

Possibly this comment is the greatest 
achievement of the careful training she 
hus undergone to build up her perform- 
ance, Hans-Joachim Dörrer said: “If a 
gymnast is contented with her sur- 
roundings then the preseni-day woark- 
loud is nu problem." 

Stefanie's trainer has himself taken 
ûn the most important responsibilities 
Iivalving the interaction between her 
hurme fife, schoul and spurt, for exinı- 
ple, 

He is also her leacher in her sport 
subject for her Abitur., university en- 
Irance examination, at the Christian- 


Dietrich Grabbe Gymnasium in Det- 
mold. 


A? official of the association of boy 
4 scouts has called for a camp site 
identity card for Young people, similar 
ta a bank card. 

He said that iF Young people had such 
a card they would be “fighting to get in- 
to our canıps.” 

He was putting his finger on a point 
that has been worrying youth associ- 
atlons, youth centres and hostels for A 


long time: traditional camp sites and 


hiking trips leave young people today 
quite cold. They have more attractive 
things to do — organised by the com- 
mercial sector, 

Savings banks advertise their youth 
clubs in trendy colqurful magazines, of- 
fering members riding holidays, city vis- 
Us or reduced-price tickets for concerts. 

Department stores organise compu- 
ter clubs. Travel agents have specialised 
In arranging adventure trips, sport and 
language course holidays. 

` Gyms, amusement arcades and pin- 
ball halls have cut the ground from un- 
der the feet of youth associations. Even 
music schools and team study-groups 
arc competing with youth Associations. 

These associations are now making 
Brenter efforts to attract young people 
because the market is diminishing. Dur- 
ing the 1960s more tha ‘one million 
children were born per year; last year it 
Wns no more than 600,000, 1 

The first to notice this were: toy 
manufacturers and producers of baby- 


ware, then schools, bank - 
ا‎ S and youth as 


2 radio toolled away. Gymnast Ste- 

fanie Tautz chattered about her ton- 
sil operation. She smiled and crawled 
aboauıt the gymnasium floor, 

Nine coloured clips and i1 rubber 
band kept her hair in place — for when 
she defied gravity. Then in a flash the 
chalterbox became a hard-working girl. 

She jumped up the asymmetric bars, 
twistecl round a parallel bar, the mere 
sight of which made the spectator 
wince, and went up to dizzy heights in a 
harid spring. She slammed back to the 
ground — and smiled, 

Stefanie Tautz seemed relaxed in the 
summer of |986 — because a heavy 
burden had fallen from her narrow 
shoulders, : 

A short time before-hand Stefanie, 
16, had heen expelled from the German 
Gymnastics ' ‘Association's training 
school in Frankfurt, 

National trainer Vladimir Prorok and 
gymnastics training assistant Ursula 
Hinz had told Stefanie that they did not 
want her at the schoo! any longer. 

Their reason was that Stefanie, whn 
had been sick, had let her trainer from 
her hame gymnasium, Hans-Joachim 
Dûrrer, pay her a visit in tho school's 
EYmuasiıım, after she had been to the 
«lector in Detmold. 

She was just a pawn in û game played 
by sporls officials, and as such she was 1 
case of interest for Hanıburg ecucation- 
alist Professor Karlheinz Seherler. 

Flis thesis is that within the sports 
Syslem sportsmen and women are tole 
whitt l0 Jo by others, 

Professor Scherler’s report was made 
before a sports forum organised by thc 
Pitrlianmentary purty of the. Greens in 
December Iasi year on competitivu 
sport for children, 

A1 the sume forum Professor Walter 
Biürsch, chairman of the children's pra- 
lection assucialion, criticised more 
sharply sports activities. 

He suid: “The demands made of 
¥bung ithletes havc become brutal, be- 
cuuse the concept of childhood is no 
longer taken seriously. Children arc 
turned into objecis of misanthropic in- 
terests," 

This is very truce, Stefanie Tautz re¬ 
garded her expulsion fron1 the training 
schual more as a salvation than a pun- 
ishmenl, eve through at first it seemed 
she was to go no further up the ladder of 
success. 

She said: “At the Frankfurt school 
there was only three things, doing gym- 
nustics, doing gymnastics, doing gym- 
nastics." 

Unlike many of her fellow young 
EYmnasts, who in recent times have not 
devcloped physically and mentally, Ste- 
fanie Taulz did not end her career. 

She went back to her trainer in her 
hometown, Detmold,. Hans-Joachim 
Dûrrer. He had had to leave Frankfurt 
for whal was said lo be professional in- 
competence. He held quite different 
Ylews about training for competitive 
Sport than national trainer Prorok. 

At Detmold he applicd the idea of 
huiîding up performance in line .with 
age. 

Dürrer regards a child's age as only a 
UTANSIT puint towards first-class perform- 
uiice, and as a consequence he iş aginst 
specialisation too carly to protect chiklren 
AgArnst non-reversihlo strains on the ten- 
dons, hones and cartilage. . 

Describing his methods. he said: “ 
pluce enphasis on-a-precise and finicky 
bisic training, ‘This should be complet- 
tl by the age uf 12. But at this age no 
extremely (lifficult gymnastics should be 
done,” Dûrrer sall, . 

Ile puinled out that the physical 


dangers for YOung female gymnasis 
were sufficiently well known. 


